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* „ FOR PERPETULTY. 


BY rFHOMAS LAW, Eh. 


„„ . 5 COLLECTOR or BAHAR, 
| ; 5 


Ce Quid eſt pro Deum atque W ſidem! in and ego reipablice plus hoe tempore prodeſſe poſlim ? _ x : „ - | 


px 


quid eſt quod aut populo Anglicano gratius eſſe debeat ? aut Sociis exteriſque nationibus optatius eſſe 


poſſit aut ſaluti fortuniſque omnium magis accomodatum fit ? fateor me ſalutis omnium Causd ad eam a 
partem acceſliſſe e ſublevandæ quæ maxime labotaret, . 2 
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. % 7 


CALCUTT 4: FFF 


PRINTED BY MANUEL: CANTOPHER, 3. + 
— — | | | 5 5 5 : * 
| «os. . 


- 


”—_ 
9 


— — 


* 
* 
" * 0 
5 ; 
* % Pa 
. 
* 
2 
I 
. 
— 
« 


— ARE 3 —— — 
* : —© 5 — / 
- 


T JOHN SHORE, EG. 
PRESIDENT and MEMBERS of the BOARD of REVENUE, 
| Far ..]²ͥ m ͤ WW 


GENTLEMEN, 


Y the encloſed Copy of my addreſſes to > the Preſident No. 1 ad $i appears 
that the Patna Council firſt gave an eſtabliſhed value to the Zemindarry Tenure 


in Bahar, which being previous thereto indefinite under a diſpotic Government, We 
have in vain labored and argued to aſcertain. | 


e 


- 


It now betioves me to ſubmit my ſentiments "ny the beſt mode of raiding a Lag 
Revenue. 1 „ 5 


OY a 


With the experience of other nations and the remarks of former legiſlators, the 
A e COON are free to ſele& 7 REY and ora 1 


In Great Britain the Land- Tax was a voluntary aſſeſſinent, and many ſubſequent 
plans have been in vain ſuggeſted to equaliſe it, Monteſquieu and the wiſeſt politicians 
have evinced that whilſt Government varies its demand in proportion to the i improve» 


ment or decay of different diſtricts, “ Induſtry is damped, and Land Loſes its value.” 


Upon the preſent farming ſyſtem Government's Land-Tax is expol ed to fluctua· 
tion and diminution, as it entirely relies upon the management of the Collectors 


and Farmers, and the knowledge of human Un was e che propable chances | 


in fayor or & any Government. 


— 


| » A Ih f 
A 2 off, IE 


f - f 
# 6 5 
writes G& p 1 : 6 
A S 994 ea BY * 7 N v1 Sa N. * 
y 4 het; | 4 1 . 


2 * 
* 4; "Ws = — 4 P \ > * 8 
I 


7 
24 


89 6 — 


e nnn RC". and TT Io” " 4 - 77 
* © a * —— — 5 42 p 


„ 


22 . * — T ON 
ſuffers and the Revenue falls, 


2d. | If . vith-inability, ditto, . 
34. If abilities are ili directed, dio. 
4 * I imegrty, and | aQiviey unite, ſueceſs muſt be the conſequence, 


This calculation which experience extorts s from me, will not tl 5 riſque an vo- 
generous imputation ſinee the Wor of "oF nation will confirm it, 


Purſuant to your direBions inch date the 20th F "I 1 am with all poſſible 


pundtuality preparing the account required of the numerous transfers in landed pro- 


perty ſince the acquiſition of the Company's Dewanny ; but the poſſeſſors varying 
even whilſt recording, little can be expected rom an * ſo complex and 


The great object is to ſecure Property, and to create Confidence, as far as human 
nature will admit; for after indulging the moſt benevolent ſpeculations, inevitable ca- 
ſualties will require temporary extraordinaries; theſe however, when im n levied, 
are eaſily defrayed by an penn 2 | | 


Permit me firſt to folicit your peruſal of the accompanying ſtatement of 6 
Cooſra, No. 3, rented laſt year at 13,000 Rupees, and if e drawn out, I will 
obtain a ſander one from each I. | | | 


I recommend that each "Villoge be diſtinaly aſſeſſed, ſome now too heavily to be 
lightened, and others equitably increaſed, from my knowledge of this Pergunnah 
and the improvements by my Sezawul, 1 am of opinion, that Cooſra may always eaſily 


pay 25,000 Rupees per Annum, 


Wich 


. A om 


6 39 

Wich your fanftion-I vill allot it eut, and where waſte lands cannot be properly = 

taxed, theſe ſhal} e ul e e 
propoſals for tel quit rent. 


Where Zemindars hold e bother they refifethe quit= 
rentallotment, they will receive 1 'Maliconnah, which is an udulgent | 
Mt e Wenn, 


| When Goventmentithis fix andpubliſh F bene the ®:Oanon- = 
goes are rendered uſeleſs, that, and the #'Chowdry Office originated in ſuſpicion, for 
where demands are ad eee be provided againſt the Coller- 
tors, vhich by burthening the cultivators with expence, dimitiites their payments of 


The farming ſyſtem has been the ruin of this country; ; One man alone can be ag- 
grandized in each Pergunnab, but too frequently by endeavouring to obtafn the 
Zemindarry rights and kevelling under renters, he rains *himfeff and injures the 
revenue, alienates * and involves in labored ambiguity the 9 Collections. | 


Whereas if Government determining the Rights of Zemindars from the year 1771 
without further Reſtroſpection reſolved upon a fixed Rent-roll of each Pergunnah, all 
would be plain and. ſure, the Collector could not exact more; and as the land would 
be anſwerable, the revenue would be certain. 


The wealthy ad creditable would become competitors for . Mocurrery Tenures 
and by emulous improvements from ſelf intereſt encourage the Ryots. 


16) 


How many men in neighbouring countries expoſed to the ravages of war and op- 
e Wha would bring their capitals into theſe Provinces to W the e 
of thoſe whom folly or extravagance en to ſell! 73 ble a e 


2 . i are at 3 5 8 I would avoid minute inveſtiga- 
tion, and only cauſe them to apportion the Groſs Jumma F upon their ſeveral vil- 
lages, which might be privately diſpoſed of by themſelves, or publicly ſold for arrear, 


liable to the ſpecified rent. If great families fall and others riſe on their ruin, in 


the natural revolutions of time and chance, it will not affect either the credit or 
revenue of our Government. Landed property will become more equally 
divided. —Individuals will vie in buildings, dreſs, &c.——Manufaftures will 
revive.——The dangerous influence feudal Rajahs and Nabobs will be diſperſed 


All ranks will chearfully acquieſce in any 1 . e Tax for defending their 


valuable of etna 


Fiearful to be too o prolix ſhould e on te i a topic ] have occaſioned 
obſcurity, I ſhall deem myſelf Arete. if e to ar. : | 


I OY GENTLEMEN, 


' Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Collefter. 


Gra, January 17, 1788. ER „„ wh 
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| EXTRACT of a Latter from dir COLLECTOR of Baran, 
dated the 24th October, and recorded on the Proceedings of t the. 
"44 1 November, 1 7 8 8. 


'N NURHUT SUMOY, Pelich, Maldah, ls = Cooflab, 1 1 dated at a 
. | foulement of laſt year being A * and _ pee coll tic 

FT 
| | credit at the end Kin year. in 6 | 


"Ab the Mufuffl 1 8 which 1 1 ie of th . a rags 
nahs required particular ee 1 5 0 appropriated a ſeparate 8 9 57 thereto 
No 2. | 
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The preſent unfayorable ſeaſon prevented a greater increaſe; when however, the 
balances of 1194 in theſe Pergunnahs are adverted to, I truſt, Gentlemen, that you 
will rather be pry, that the ſettlement is ſo much, than that it is no more. 


17 W are confirmed, there cannot bo an Anna I balance, and the Na- 
tives will enrich the country by their exertions. A farmer, ſay they, will not ex- 
< tend his length of leaſe to us, but grant a ſhorter one and ſubſequently raiſe de- 
«© mands upon us in proportion to our improvement, which, if we refuſe, he devotes to 
| 4 diſperate high bidder or a mercileſs. ſeryant the fruits of our induſtry ; we can now 
5 % borrow money of bankers, cattle, and ſeed having landed ſecurity to offer; and 
„who will be backward to labour when the profit i is their own? The ſoil will return 
< twenty grains for one; who will not lend at ſuch intereſt? Should Government heſi- 


ite 


„ tate to grant us Sunmuds ||; we ſhall nevertheleſs be grateful for the removal of | 

} A intermedi a5 E and wa Ref the Faljance prohibitsbuilding, yet confiding in a 3 
3 e * Not farmed bur de atv Calla, 26k 55 4 Detailed. 5 5 i ; 
1 in ae I Title Ded. ö 


8 3 25 humane 
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and Coofra, where the n vas Wo. | 
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« humane-adminifiation; ve wil hy, eatrealed- culiration endeavour ts obtain Be 
© reward of Fugen dem and Fringe by exertion, that 3 ve dre not undeſerving Fi 
ae: of kindneſs.” 
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1 . not have expected a more flattering effect of my Plan, than the foregoing 
promiſes from the Mocurrerydars, but ee'r the paragraph was copied, many actually 
put profeſſion in prattiſe, by granting their Ryots an addition of one · eighth on divi- 
ſion of the crop, or a deduftion of two annas per Rupee upon their Pottahs, 
and ſeveral much more; I have therefore the pleaſure to conclude a letter commen- 
ced in the diffidence 2 8 0 with the W proof. 


JJ 
PRESIDENT and Mannzrs 4 the BOARD of Revenvs, 
GENTLEMEN, 1 1 


1 HAD che honor to addreſs you under date the 17th 8 1788, F 
fuccinct Aecount of my Mocurrery Plan, which wich the flattering ſanction of your 
authority, 1 have adopted in the Pergunnahs Nurhut Samoy, nn ä 


In ns the portion 1 the Groſs Jumma, ar Berens upon. 10 feveral 8 1 
F experienced' a facility beyond my expeRQazions from the ready propoſals ol every- Y 


V Prong „ 
claſs of Natives, the Zemindars reviving at the hope of emancipation from vexatious: e 
temporary farmers, and men of property rejoicing at the idea of extrication from RE 


diſtreſsful flyQuating uncertainty ; ; for dy the- 3 . of inferior * | % | 
Land- * | 


6 5 „% ͤ Üù 


Land- holders were left ON VO] and confuſion occaſioned; which while it kinks 


my * mem and he ER: TT: the knaviſh, een _ d deſperate. 


© 


To 3 the N in favor of the 1 e I have contraſted 
the reſult of the two modes of farming and Mocurrerys under their reſpeQive heads. 


FARMING. 


THE firſt and moſt immediate conſi- 
deration of Government is the ſecurity. 
This reſts on individuals and at preſens 
' nons_af _praperty remain, conſequently 


loffes mult occur by deaths, embezzlement 


and miſmanagement." 


6 The ſecond and moſt materiat conſi- 


deration is the future effect towards im- 
provement, and it is evident, that every 


year diminiſhes confidence, the leaſe verg · 


ing to a concluſion. | # 


25” 


| _ man can build, dig wells, plant 
trees, &c. or improve a village leſt the 


Aumils o ſhould proportionably aſſeſs him; 
if a f. carcity happens, farmers avariciouſſy 


aggravate it into a famine, their intereſts 
being in the crop only. 


Fd 


pope to or r Hereditary. Efttes with e, 
Rents. 


The erke of Government is in land. [ / HF 


and therefore c can never fail. 


Every year encreaſes e by 
on of n. 


Every man will lay out money in N 


manent ſtruftures, as ſuch works enhance 
the value of his eſtate and promiſe future 
benefit; if a ſcarcity happens, the land- 


holders will forego demands and encou- 
rage cultivation, to preſerve their te- 


nants, who become a part of their * 
r 1 


The 
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At the expiration of the period of his 


leaſe, the farmer's intereſt prompts him 
to make the moſt to enrich himſelf; and 
5 render his country leſs capable of an in- 
_ creaſe; he will have aggrandiſed himſelf 


and kept every under-renter in poverty. 


Farmers entice foreigners who come 
with property to rent, that they may obtain 
it, and thus others are deterred from 
coming, and unleſs by renting, how are 
they to ſupport themſelves, the com- 
merce having been hitherto monopoliſed. 


| Aumils alienate lands under vari- 
ous denominations either from bribery 
or charity; perhaps they are fur- 
_ tively ſecreted from a ſubſequent negli- 
gent Aumil, who fails accordingly, but 


- when an abler one ſucceeds, they are 


reſumed, to avoid this, Soubadars have 
taxed the Revenue with citabliſhments 


- The increaſing independence will have 


raiſed a claſs of native - gentlemen pro- 
prietors, who will gradually have eſta- 


bliſhed themſelves in good houſes, with 
the various comforts of life. 


A foreigner can come and purchaſe | 
villages with a certainty of the profit 
above the fixed rent, if he knows a ma- 
nufafture he may eſtabliſh it on his own 


eſtate, or encreaſe his. ground rent by 


encouraging manufacturers to build their 


works, previouſly ſettling for a deter- 
mined ſum. _ „% 


Under the feudal Mogul Government. 


lands allotted to religious edifices and 


colleges were deemed ſacred, and the 
rulers fupported them by donations: 
under our Government, both theſe 
ſources are ſtopped, and they have con- 
fequently decayed ; upon a Mocurrery 
ſyſtem, the proprietors may endow their 
eſtates by bequeſt without any loſs of Re- 


venue to Government, theſe villages 


being liable to the fixed rent and the 
- ſurplus produce only transferred. | 


. By 


A e IRA GI, 
» 


„ n) 
A Farmer takes a whole or ſeveral © By this ſyſtem each village and num - 
Pergunnahs including market duties, &c. ber of Begahs are aſcertained, all illegal 
without any ſpecification of the villages; alienations are eaſily diſcovered, and will 
Government therefore is totally prevented become an addition to the preſent Reve- 
- from interior arrangements n the nue, and as the wealth of a nation ariſes 
only. : | | from commerce, which depends upon 
| 6:2 N the proper modification of the Gunges; 
I have therefore excluded them from the 
Mocurrerys, for any future reform. 


Whey a Zemindar farms his own By this plan Village by Village may 
country, if he falls in arrears he muſt ei - be ſold to liquidate a balance, and there 
ther be ouſted in toto, or a portion of will be competitors for the purchaſe, for 
| his Zemindarry ſold, but no rent is the fixed Revenue being publiſhed, and 
aſcertained, and indeed, purchaſers can- the extent of Begahs known, the active 
not be found to buy land which can and induſtrious will rely upon profit from 
only be valuable by calculating the cer- ſurplus collections. 
rain as Ros Tt: 0 

If a farmer abſconds or is impriſoned The Zemindar will never fail to re» 
ſhould he not have liquidated the Malika- ceive his Malikanch the eſtate being an- 
neh, or Zemindar's one tenth, Government ſwerable. 
are bound in juſtice, tothe numerous Land-; 
holders, to defray the arrears from the 
treaſury, the farmer being only a de- 
legate; thus in addition to. balances 

Tas muſt be refunded. 


- N 
* , — 


A Farmer is + harraſed by claims and The Malikanch «being calculated upon 
the e 155 Govern- 


K 


2 * 
— 


Markets. 5 
— 1 — 


( 
the Zemindars diſtreſſed by neceſſary 
ſuits, the Malikaneh or One-tenth vary- 
ing with the produce, after deduQiing 
expences, both which, are ample ſub- 
ets of diſpute and difficulty of proof. 


The Dewanny Adawlut is at preſent 
diſtinct from the Nezamut, becauſe the 


firit adminiſtration of juſtice would in- 


jure Government's. Revenue, and ſuch is 
the complication of the latter ſyſtem that 
we ſeparate code is formed, and all the 


unccaſing exertions of a ſeparate Board, 


with the vigilant Superintendance of the 


Honourable Governor General in Coun- 


eil, are requiſite to keep the machine in 
motion; ſales of Zemindarries unleſs by 
permiſſion from the Board, are prohibi- 
ted left farmers ſhould be colluſively de- 
frauded of their Revenue by Zemindars 
alienating their property, thus the eſtates 
are clogged and rendered of little value 
by the difficulty of raiſing money upon 
them; and theſe evils conſtrained me 
ſeparately to addreſs the Board under 
date the 3 iſt of July, vide letter (C.) 


Native officers are forbid to have any 
concerns in farms, from the opportunities 
„ afforded 


A 


Government's Jumma can never vary, 
and in time either the Zemindar will pur- 
chaſe the Moccurrery, or the Mocurre- 
rydar will purchaſe the Malikaneh. | 


The Revenue Adawlut will be uſeleſs, 
one indiſcriminate Court of Juſtice will 


decide impartially every queſtion by one 


rule of right without any nice diſtinftions 


of Revenue and private property, or 
complaints that the Juſtice of Civil Courts 
is ruinous to the collections: the Hon. 
Governor Genecal in Council will be en- 
abled alſo to dirett the Helm of Adminiſ- 
tration unperplexed by interior detail. 
Covernment may ſafely. authorize Ze- 
mindars to diſpoſe of their eſtates ; no 
loſs can accrue the eſtate being anſwer- 
able for the inſtallments; changes can 
only be beneficial; for the ignorant, extra- 
vagant or indigent, will ſell to the able 


| prudent or wealthy, who will improve the 1 85 


lands and add to the ſtock of labour. 


Mocurrery eſtates will only render the 
Officers more truſt-worthy, and as the 


- 


< ug.) 


- afforded by farming to defraud Govern- 
ment, and the neceſſity of the times, will 
not admit of adequate allowances. : | 


Farmers to prevent embezzlements of 
Revenue make the inſtallments of under 


renters heavy at the beginning of the year 
and are rigid in exacting payment, as 


particularly explained in my letter under 


© The farmer in under renting adds his 


expences, eſtabliſhment, ptobable loſſes, 


if not immoderate gains, to Government's 
Revenue and forms his ſettlement thereby, 
and not upon the aſſets of che Pergunnah; 
where perſons refuſe to accept his de- 


mands for a village, he deputes a Seza - 


wal or overſeer with Hircurrahs, &c. to 


collect his portion of the crop from every 
by vn and an een not even enden fruits. 


The number of Officers to watch the 
farmer and to keep the Pergunnah ac- 
counts are exceſſive, theſe are however, 
4 uſeleſs, for inſtance, Canongoes have ſold 
Mortgaged and divided their allowances, 
.conſequently they are a burthen without 


ſervice, as ſtated in my letters under date . 
the 21ſt of April (E.) . 


country hecomes PE TIRED 
Government will be ſolicited more for Bo 


nme b ls 3 


Government, having the land for ſecu- 


rity, may allow equal inſtallments, and thus 
peg the Proprietors to: ſell their "grail, 5 


nn 5 


8 The Collector forms his ſettlement by 


the preceeding one of che farmer, but up- 
on a Mocurrery ſyſtem may ſubſtratt the 
Aumil's expences, probable loſſes, and 


eſtimated gains; I calculate that the Per- 
gunnah charges upon Revenue amount 
to about twenty-five per Cent. and how 


much eaſier and ſimpler is it to apportion 
each village with Revenue aſter a ſaving 
of at leaſt half the above charges ?? 


Upon a Mocurrery ſyſtem the rent- 


roll may be printed, thus each man knows 


the exaQt ſum he has to pay, and no ad- 
ditional officers ' are an atopy to oy 
theſe (ere 


cm? 


Though 0 view is fimple ; 


yet ſubſequent intricacies are innumera- 
ble, if the farmer dies or falls in arrear, 
&c. a new Aumil muſt be appointed, and 
the former one's accounts muſt be taken ; 
with every Aumil therefore the ColleQor 
has to take the confuſed Pergunnah ac- 
counts and to adjuſt queſtions of peculiar 
difficulty, for inſtance, whether the en- 
gagements of the former Aumil are to be 
annulled? If anſwered in the affirmative, 
the Novice Renter is to alter andinfringe 
every agreement; if in the negative, the 
new Renter is liable to the frauds of for- 
mer ſervants, forgery of leaſes, &c. &c. 


The Mocurrery an may ſeem dif- 
ficult, yet the minatice are plain and eaſy 
and no future trouble can occur, more 
particularly in large Zemindarries, the 
proprietor only having to allot the Groſs 
Jumma of Government upon his villages, 
ſo that in Bengal the principal ſource of 


Revenue (and where the large eſtates pre- 


vail) a ſettlement may at once be formed 
without any change or difficulty, the 


Croſs Kiſtbundee of each Pergunnah will 


be monthly tranſmitted as at preſent, - 
without the rent-roll ſubdiviſions which 
form the Collector's detail, 165 5 


Kc. in either way Government ultimately 


The farmers by overtaxing the moſt va- 
luable Articles, Cotton, Sugar-Cane, 

Opium, &c. which pay in coin ſo much per 
Begab have leſſened that cultivation, and 
the Ryots prefer planting rice which 
is deliverable in kind, for if the farmer 
demands more than his proportion, the 
Ryot refuſes to cut it down and ſteals 
enough at night ſor ſubſiltance, leaving 


the remainder to rot on the ground. 


The Mocurrerydars having ſmall eſtates 


the Ryots can readily remove from one 
to another, thus oppreſſion will be pre- 
vented; moreover ſelf-intereſt will pro- 
mote emulative encouragement by lower- 
ing the high rates of the firſt produce; and 
this country may annually export an 
encreaſing quantity of rich commodities 
to bring back ſpecie of which it has been 


ſo long drained. In Nurhut Samoy un- 
| der a Sezawul in one Years; I have in- 
NE: 


creaſed 


WE. 


cereaſed Sugar-Cane from 06s Wessen 5 
-__ © toone thouſand Begahs, and in Kooferah 


from ten to two hundred, circumſtances 


which being liable to the remark of ſelf 


praiſe, I ſhould have nenen vere e 


lf an enemy invades. the country, far- 
mers uniformly with-hold their Revenue, 


which creates manifold inconveniences, 


perhaps too, ſome will clandeſtinely aſſiſt 


the enemy, as for inſtance, they joined the 


Company' s Arms and cauſed our eaſy ac- 


bezzlement under the exiſting Govern- 
ment, and ſecondly, of exalting himſelf 


vith the ſucceſsful revolutioniſts. 


| — 9 : 
| . Laſtly, The farming ſyſtem occaſions 
future inconveniences, anarchy and deſo- 
lation of millions of native ſubjeAts and 


precariouſneſs of rennen de to our Govern. 


| ment. . bs 


not ſo 1 Pe Fern 


r wg fear for their 
PHT aſſiſt with loans and cordially 


cooperate to expel the enemy: ſelf inter- 
ks the vital n of all ww e | 
; falicjtoms fas; its eee who * 
quiſition of our preſent territory, having 
nothing to loſe the farmer muſt often be 
induced at the trepidations of a critical 
balance to rebel; firſt, with a view to em- 


2 
2 


The Mocurrery ſyſtem founds on a per⸗ 
manent baſis the future ſecurity, proſperi- 
ty, and happineſs of the Natives and en- 


. 


fures p N e 


Fan of prolixity, I have omitted minuter tee if not 2 a 


tions; for amongſt fo many objects which crowd upon the view, the judgement 
is embarraſſed to ſelect the eſſential. The fame cauſe has deterred me from 
quotations 


upon the e 


(6). 


quotations from the ableſt authors to corroborate my ſentiments. Turkey is a 


\ ſhocking example of the farming ſyſtem, and Great Britain a happy contra diſtinction; 
Scotland which bas flouriſhed fince the union by annibilation of the feudal tenures 


vaſſalage, &c. has improved rapidly, and that country has lately afforded a 

ſtriking proof of the oppoſite effects of the two plans; the hereditary eſtates were 
flouriſhing, whilſt as Mr. Dundas obſerved, the Crown forfeitures under Factors 
wereevery where diſtinguiſhable by their deſolation and n and 5 ann 
cauſed-their refidration! to their ancient holders. < 


wet IS U 83 142 * ; 4 : 4 2 4283 - — 1 * 


Should A approve of my ſettlement of theſe Pergunnahs, with a view 

to diſſeminate confidence and expedite ſimilar ones univerſally, corrected Pottahs 
might be printed in Calcutta, the vacancies for names and ſums filled up from the 
Collector's rent · roll, and the deed ſigned and ſealed by the Honourable Governor 
General in Council, ſuch a form would prevent forgeries, and give a value to 

che tenure; for this purpoſe I have the honor to encloſe a copy or the Perſian | 


Pottahs granted by me this year, with a tranſlate annexed®, 


| A few fablidiary rules will be requiſite to perfect the 5 but I 88 to 
obtrude them till the truth or fallacy of its principle be aſcertained ; indeed 1 feel 
nn more incumbent on me to vindicate my preſent preſumption, than. further to 


3 
* 


abuſe your patience. 


A long 5 painful obſervation of the evils of the farming en which have 
gradually dwindled great Families 1 into the Commonality ; diminiſhed rich cultivation 


and exhauſted the country; and a ſubſequent war, which has not only drained the 
reſources of public credit, but the l of individuals, induced me to refle& 


- A 
"7 900 - * * 1 — 


* 
w__ ä 
; 


(mn) 

| Within theſe five years at peace and œconomy the burthens of Government 
are but little alleviated, and the country ſcarce perceptibly improved, from whence 
are future armaments to be ſupplied unleſs by the riches of native ſubjects? Should 
a drought happen where are the ſtores. of grain for their ſubſiſtance? Neither 
will ſheds be raiſed to aer cattle, or barns built to 2 8 corn vhilſt poſſeſs.. n 

W . ſion is precarious. | ; 15 FE, 

4 May the calamities of war and famine be long averted! but as they muft occur 
in the courſe of events, ſome meliorated ſyſtem. is 1 to provide. againſt 


| them. 
p Encouraged by the energy of the ceaſes adiminiftration and impreſſed . a 
full conviction of the Britiſh Intereſts depending upon the adoption of beſt mea 
. ſures, i it were culpable to ay ſuppreſſed my ſentiments at this criſis. 
* 


* 
$ 


= | dis 5 kan SIR, . 
| „„ e H. e oe We ous bens a b 
| 8 5 THOMAS LAW. — 


Gra, OFober 4, 1788. . 
| : : — 3 Wy . ; 

7 > EY be j ; 
© E HR ,,, 
Village. Propriet K "Security. Meaſurement. | Rent of 1196. Remarks. 

3 5 by 5 1 fe Begals. C. B. Rr. 4. „ ä Lis Meinte 
11 Bukrampore, umalally Khan, | Jemindar. 259 1 451 ormer Mocurrery. 
1 + Er Ts ; Ditto. Do. F 2,000: r n e N th 
3 Motuddepoor, I Noamoolah, . Do. | 20 45 KF Do. 
4 | Go | Mojeboolah, [ Do. | 100 1332 6 1 Do. 
5 Mundauckbozoor Heukuropoory, | Do. { 670 „ Jai 9 [7 
ff ⁊ĩͤ ß a Ran |: 457 
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— 


. The late murrain in che cattle and failure of rain a would have: cauſed a " fols 
this year to the Farmer and obliged him to injure the country, and the natives were 
induced only to engage in the hopes of future benefit; ſhould the Mocurrerys be 
granted by the Honorable Governor General in Council, each village being anſwer- 
able there never can be the leaſt balance. In 1 194 when 128 D was un- . * 
der a renter it fell ! in arrears 32,967 12 3 tupees, this year not only che above 
Revenue will be realized, but alſo the Tucavy (advances) and Gilendazy (expen- | 
diture on water courſes) will be recovered. If any village i is omitted, it will be fub- 44 be 
Tequently added to this Revenue. There are moreover 362 deſolate villages, or 
1,64, 13 Biggabs, not rented, which Government may ſubſequently beſtow at a quit es, a bs 


— 


2d. The Gunge duties to be ſubſequently explained, formerly being rented with 
the Revenue the farmers looking only to the extent of their leaſe, made undue J 
exaCtions and injured the markets, theſe may now be modified and encouragement 5 \ 
to merchants will increafe theſe duties and facilitate 1 interior commerce. | | | » 


; 4. * 8 9 * - a * ” I 2 * cas * N A | 
: f ? ** 


i The etablihmentebeld not betefs this 7 l th CRT wait 


confirmation, and till then the renters are perſonally reſpon lible only, kl 54522 | . 
it is tral af Cent. ly then the fixed porlon of One ſixth of the Revenue. | „„ 


r tes i 4 * 1 NN has * * 


e ue ee ei en e of peat de K 7 e 


4 y * 3. 2 . p x ; þ N 1 . the 8 
r . | N 1 1 
33 , , , J L 


35 


7. gb, | 17 25 U notwithſtanding 1 have ſuſpended exactions of farme rn ers 
under the long, prohibited head of Chowdrauny, Mucuddimy and Chittiawun. 


1 fFoOHN SHORE, 0. 


1 cannot afford W the confidence requeſted. 


in centrical ſpots and e COOL duties to ee merchants, - 


cw) % ᷑ Hh worn 
PS the. Mocurrerys ſhall be confirmed. the Canongoe Office becomes. uſeleſs, the Old 
Officers. may receive their ſalaries for life and no ſucceſſors be appointed, for as . 


the rent of each village with its meaſurement are herein nen, the old re- 
| cords are not. neceſſary. 
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by at and. MEMBERS of - the, BOARD of ReveNUs, | 
| Form wee | 


 GENTLEME: Ms 


THE ſubjoined Petition from ſeveral Bankers compels me to break the filence 1 
had impoſed upon myſelf, reſpecting the Mocurery plan, for without W inſtructions 


The 6 of Wan e at the capital of each Pergunnah are obvious, and the 
native Collectors, relying upon continuance during good behaviour, en nn | 


15 


— 


Theſe quick unfoldings argue ite b than words, but I cannot refrain from ; 
— a ran N of che dent enen of a Hee  ; | 

«Our Fathers, ſaid he, for adherin 8 to the company 8 * obtained Pen- 
35 ions and A and my fondly imagined that 12708 bad benefited their 


| þ © poſterity 
by : 8 i ö . 


rc r Arn 11s 49s — 
* K 9 8 F K 


„ 


>, na by introducing A ita adminiſtration in lieu of feudal anarchy, they 


« fore-ſaw not, that offices of ſtate and command of troops would naturally be 


excluded from us by conquerors, and that as themſelves died, the Penſions 


„ and Jaghires would be ſtrialy ſcrutinized and ſequeſtered. Under adventur- 
ing Farmers we could not ſubmit to extortion and inſult, or expoſe ourſelves to 
« caprice for temporary tenures. Look, Sir, into our houſes; our widowed mo- 
* thers reduced to penury, in vain call upon us who have mortgaged almoſt every 
valuable in their ſupport; our ſiſters pine in celibacy for want of portions and 
« men of property equal to their rank, when we look forward, future miſery adds 
<« poignancy to prefent want, and the retroſpett of paſt ſplendor aggravates all; but 
« we have now a hope upon the Mocurrery plan, that ſome may be favored with grants, 
« and thoſe who have jewells or plate remaining from the wrecks of their family may 
« purchaſe villages and at length ſettle, by degrees to become affluent ; our gra⸗ f 
*« titude daily encreaſing to the Britiſh Government who at once grant us places of 
* tranquillity and ſecure us from invaſion, thus making the ſuperior policy and 
« diſcipline which ſubdued us, the ſources of our happineſs.” | | 


The look, the manner of the ſpeaker cannot be conveyed, much therefore is loſt; 


yet I truſt even this faint participation will be grateful to ſenſibility and Eon, 7 


If my Mocurrery ſettlement, of. the 18 N e e Pelich, Behar, 
Maldah, and Cooſra, ſhould be bonorediwith my ſuperior s approval though with 
the reſerve of wanted confirmation from England, yet permiſſion to publiſh even 
PE: encouragement would operate to promote improvement and embolden purchaſers 
of the villages where imprudence or failure may cauſe a ſale. Already has confidence 


in the ſyſtem and in the juſtice of adminiſtration, doubled in ſome places, I am 


informed, the produce of Sugar-cane and Cotton; thus Government will not only 
enſure their current revenue but enrich the country by returns for exports. + 


By 


9 


By having creditable Teſheldats or native Colleftors in each Pergunnali inſtead 
ol intereſted Farmers, an eſſential benefit will accrue to the police, for being ren 
ſworn ſervants, they will not fail to apprehend defaulters whom the farmers have but 
too often ſcreened; they will alſo facilitate judicial inveſtigations, 'as trivial Siſputes 
may be referred to their arbitration in preference to dragging a witneſs at inconvenient 
ſeaſons from the Pergunnahs, or deputing Aumeens at a heavy expence, which 
* Farmers from being Pry was an > ITO dilemma. | N 
But let me forbear to enumerate collateral advantages which are of little mo- 
ment, if the Mocurrery Plan does not incontrovertibly evince the ſecurity of Go- 
vernment $ preſent Revenuc ang promote its A pee blended wb that of i its 
ſubjedts. 555 | * e 1 CCC 
Permit me to requeſt that this, Letter may be forwarded as a Supplement to thoſe 


ſubmitted. to the Honorable Governo? General j in Council. | OS EIN 
1, remain, CENTLEMEN,, 5 0 4 
Your moſt obedient Winde 8 


Gy a, November 26, 1788. X, 
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ARZEE of hberkan, Mononrore weve Lett . 
Ly SHUNKER LOLL, and SEELA Gosavn SHAMLOLL, 15 


1 $14 


- FORMERLY't * perſons who entered into engagements * hig the Per: 
7 gunnahs, applied to us who are bankers, for advances of money to promote the 


currency of buſineſs, and not only borrowed ſums of us themſelves, but alſo cauſed. | 
us to wan Hy to 9 (hay under-renters and Ryots to benefit them and encreaſe che 


e 8 f | cultivation. : 


THOMAS LAW, SEM | 


renters, the1 under- Feen Irre removed, and che leaſes of the inferior Royts were an. 
gulleften n.the pre text that they, * e granted by the under- renters at the perigd of their : 


A 


+ 1 


qultinatigns. When the, Purgunnabs began, to flouriſh, athers made propoſals for an 
encreaſe of Revenue in hopes of gaining a profit, and before the debts due to the 


bankers were completely diſcharged, che farms were put into the hands of other, 


Fra 


diſmiſſion, thus by the want of permanency under the Farming ſy ſtew, our debts became 
irrecoverable from them, and. the, buſineſs of bankers daily went to ruin, from want 
of confidence the Farmers and Ryots were prejudiced, and no one attended to the cul- 


tigt 


„ 1 2 8 1 x . 4228 4 1 
n 12 : i 2 1 Iz 


”% # 
fg. I IS 


has been made, to prepetuate the farms to the heirs of the renters, we have been 
greatly encouraged, and cap confidently, advance loans of money to the Malguzars * 


and Ryots, and by this means two, advantages are apparent, firſt the Ryots will daily 
exert themſelves in improving the cultivation and will become more capable and reſ- 


ponſible, while the bankers will have an eye to the produce; and ſecondly, if any Mo- 


7 currerydarſhould. happen to die, the accounts may be kept open with his ſucceſſor, 
and the debts will be, recovered without any riſk. whatever, we therefore hope to 


obtain permiſſion to eſtabliſh banking-houſes in every Pergunnah, requeſting. at the 


fame time, that if the NMocurrery Plan ſhould not be permanent, orders may be 


ann 0 


iſſued to the collectors of the rents for repayment of the ſums ve advance from the 


future as Tucavy h otherwiſe if the leaſes, continue for, one- year only, and hereaf- 
ter the Pergunnahs are, given. im farm to other renters, our advances of money 


which have been expended in improving the cultivation, wil be a clear profit to 
them without giving an, equivalent, and the under · renters who will be warth. no- 


thing chen, they are diſmiſſed. will be. anſwerable for the ſums. adyanced, vithout 
* b proſpec of re:imburſement whatever, being made to the bankers, 


. _ * 1 * i : 7 
. "BF: 8 *% r F 1 | E „ ; tg 2 2 1 
. 9a 9 el inen Renden, 148 en e 


PUBLIC 


| At this time when by your juſtice the leaſes of the renters and Ryots cannot be 
infringed before the time is expired, and that the Plan of a Mocurrery ſettlement 
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PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE, een the PLAN 
i oo ANSWER to e thereon. 


To M. THOMAS LAW, 
| CoLLECTOR of BAHAR.. 
. & I R, | 

\N. a more minute infection of the detailed. comdicjensl moccurrery Settlement 
formed by you-of Pergunnah Nirhoot Samoy, Pelitch Malda, Zillah Ryotty, 
Malda, and Cooſrah obſerving the aſſeſſments ſettled- with the Teckadars and 
Ryotts, when compared with the quantity of Land held by them reſpeRively, 
to be very unequal, and apparently. diſproportionate to what-might be ſuppoſed to 
be the value: of their produce, we deſire you. will. TOO to us the cauſes of thoſe- 

PR" diſproportions in the aſſeſſment; 


We are, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient Servants, e 
- 5 | THOMAS GRAHAM ,. 
Revenue Board, Calcutta, Dec. 16, 1788. | JOHN MACKENZIE.. 


TO JOHN SHORE, EV. 
PRESIDENT and MEMBERS of the BOARD of Revenus. 
Oe FokT WILLIAM. 
GENT LEME N, 
I AM honored with your letter of the 16th Inſtant, and have to expreſs my 
grateful acknowledgements for your obſervations upon the apparent diſpropor- 


D tion 


8 which I inſtantly embrace, to as, q 


= FA . , * ; 8 — * « * 5 E- 
7 * : I 4 5 y * * 5 * * 
. - 8 4 . % | | : 


The Canongoes meaſurement cannot be relied upon, I therefore inſerted im 


' the Pottahs and Cabooleats the term © more or leſs 3” for it were an endleſs and 


expenſive experiment to meaſure every village, moreover the eſtimated number 
of Bogus Ee n Tanks, R 1 exe , | 


1 WY ſuppoſe an n Engineer menfuration of the land, 10 a 
chemical analyſis of the ſoil, yet in forming the ſettlement of a diſtrict ſuch 


minutic would little avail, the vicinity to capital markets and navigable rivers, 
render produce and © conſequently land valuable, as Scotland 5 leſs than En. 
— * than Pelic ht. | 


The 3 could * be 8 1 to \ former collections from the 
various diviſions, but as none virtually were over aſſeſſed, by freeing the Mocur- 
rerydar from the aumil's exactions, in fertile villages the produce there cannot 
diminiſh, and where the allotment upon extenſive tracts was adequate only to the 
| preſent cultivation, the proprietor will of courſe improve them for his own profit. 


' The wealth of Government conſiſts of the SubjeA's Riches, which, by this Plan 
muſt every where accumulate; for the beſt villages may be improved, and 
the barren will become cultured. | | 


Having juſt returned from a Circuit of Nurhut Samoy, I there obſerved the in- 
accuracy of the recorded meaſurement, five hundred Begas proving in ſome places, 
almoſt double, and one thouſand eſtimated Begas failing nearly in an inverſe Ratio. 
| In ſome villages there was a ſurplus of produce, in others a deficiency, for when a : 
Srought happens, vale will be Gold, and Eminences * yet with thels differences 


no 


| Gra, Decembey 25, 188. 


* 
: ; | ( 


f; new the rerms of ii eme ind 
a the wort his ef will Et for irs den the lo, R 


1 ought alſo to admit that I committed errors in my Settlement, yet will Govern- | 


ment realize the whole Revenue, and find next year a country benefited with new 


inhabitants, acqueductiz wells, embankments and every mark of induſtry ; whereas un- 


der thirty years of farming, negle& and oppreſſion, every veſtige of theſe was ſadly 
erazed; there are already many Purchaſers, and but few Sellers, the place. of thoſe 


therefore, who' have beer viſiteck by Calamity front even, or puniflied for their 


own inadvertence, will be ſupplied by te more e without any e 
to the Britiſh adminiſtration, | 


kindneſs to require a further elucidation, that ultimately, the proof of incontrover- 
tible defect may ſubrem a mmm ſyſtem. 


T remain GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
THOMAS LAW, Collector. 


1 


* 


T Ma. THOMAS LAW, 
COLLECTOR: 7 „c 


* 


AccoMANYING H have the honor t to ſend you ſome curſory remarks relating 
to the hows of ſettlement 1 by you, and the intention of them i is l 4 


— 


11 mould have miſtaken any part of the Plan in _ detail, which I 3 given 
of the n of it, you will ſet me right. ; i 
- | TR To 


74 Should I N ſatisfacorily obviated the objections ſuggeſted, I rely on your | 


* 


N re 
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| January 23, 178g. 
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| To the Queſtions propoſed and remarks ſtated 1 requeſt you will furniſh me with 


replies in point, without reverting to the comparative advantages of the Plan over 
any other ſyſtem, as I ſee no reaſon to doubt them. 


You will without ceremony freely obſerve upon the remarks which I have made, 
and I ſhall be N to find Food objeQion which I have TuggrRed wy diſcuſſed 
and refuted. 


| | If any further remarks ſhould hereafter occur I will communicate them. 


Iam, SIR, 
Your obedient ſervant, 
JOHN SHORE, P. R. B. 
JOHN SHORE, EVH. 1 
PRESIDENT of the BoARD of REVENUE. 


% 
SIR, 1 


1 AM honored with your letter of the 2 3 Inſtant hd ſhall immediately attempt 
fatisfaftory explanations upon the points ſo minutely diſcerned and ſo candidly 


| Rated. 


From a knowledge that every propoſion from every quarter for the public be- 
nefit will always obtain a full and liberal diſcuſſion; I am precluded all ſelf aſſump- | 


tion by the attention to the Mocurrery plan, 
$35; ; Yo 


Ie 


(&) 


I feel W a ſuperior eaten in meeting your ide for eftabliſhing a 


2 permanency of landed property, which will enſure bleſſings to the Natives as long as 
1 the Britiſh intereſt continues in India. | wh: 
Till Government aſcertain the . of Villages, e continue in \ ignorance; 
_ | till they limit demand, property is nominal: till they arrange Gunge duties, commerce 
Al 4 is inſecure: till they annul the extortion of mulfs by ren every ! is 
unprotected. | e 1 


THE plan of ſettlement propoſed b ß I 


the ColleQor of Bahar, is founded 009 ON” 
. 4 the following principles. 
It. That each Village be diſtinctly aſ- This detail correſponds with my plan 
ſeſſed, (increaſing and decreaſing its pre- | „ j1 
ſent Jumma i in proportion to its ability) at 5 | ; | 1 ; 
a fixed ſum, ſubje& only to a proportion t 15 bor lt dr HY, TS 
of a general addition, when required by [ 6 MOOS: oF? 016.1 6040 
the ee of Government. | „ n Ot! Vai 5 £3155 tf 
>» || + 


 edly, That in large Zemindarriesthe Ze- The Colleftors are to reviſe theſe 
mindars apportion the Jumma upon their Rent-Rolls and to rectify any grand 
ſeveral Villages, and in caſe of arrears, the errors in inequality of aſſeſſment. 
Villages be diſpoſed of either privately by „. 1 e PBT en ee pop 
the Zemindars, or publickly by the autho- ee {Rs $9 
rity of Government ſubje to the ſpecified _ 4 


tax. TE 1 A 
| 349. That 


652 2 


1 ts 


"Yah har Wüche there ars Proprietors i. 15%: 8 Joy. 
er vas ages" they be confirmed in tibe 


poſſeſſion of them, on condition of paying 


the fixed tax; ; Hot: if they refuſe og. 


to the" t we dne 


ance of 10 per LAS on the 2 Ra Pay- 


able to Government, and tat 
be conferred on creditable men, ſubject to 
chis allowance in addition to the fixed tax. 


atbh. That where there is no general pros... 
prietor the Villages be conſtituted private 


property and conferred in like manner on 


men of reſponſibility, liable, under all clr- 


oumitances, 10 the Payment. of the led. 


tax. ; "+ 7 1 | w 6; 


5thly. That the waſte Lands remain as 
Crown Lands for future allotment, as s pro- 
r may be tendered. 


+ 
J 8 
— 
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| By waſte lands are meant tracts of 


Country unannexed toany V illages, now. 
in exiſtence. Liable to the Zemindar' S 


preference of Mocurrery or to the one 


* 1 
2 


* ; 
. 
af 
* 
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| JJ) rods ron: ; 
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Sebly. beer. b. f ah fs e 
be not conſolidated with the Land Tax. 


but collected ſeparately * the Officers E 


„ 


* * 1 8 * * £4 4 
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tenth upon his refuſal. 
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5 0 
thy. That uninheritable property a n 41 e se cdT $1 
Eſcheats be accounted for by the Village (+0945 4; Amit vonSin>vgnoat ods 
bolders, independently of their fixed ech e, oi esel 1 196mg du d 
5 „ rollen os pu ec 
The advantages of the plan are in ſub- _ „ 5 | 
5 ſtance ſtated to be the ſecurity of property, JFF vi” : 
the ereationof confidence, and the certain- | . „„ 2 
ty of Government receiving its revenues. 4 xiv yo? 3 6 41 
| i 6 : 4 „ 8 
It is obſerved that the Land Tax of eck 5 Lell 2 
Village may be publiſhed, and being Thy”: 5 > | Ft MEET Epics”: 
aſcertained the value of the property will e 097 wy 7 
be more determinate, and the property af 5 7 ee 
courſe eaſily become ee : i 


188155 ONE Tor i $0097 30 ahve air] 51 
| To a Plan funded upon theſe principles. of 1 f i 
Sni e CHW £16! een, 

- few objections can be made, ſuch as have | 7 5 


occurred to me I ſhall now ſtate, rather to : 
aſſiſt in the perfection of the Plan, by an- * 
ticipating and providing for the inconve- 
niences to which it is ſubjeR, as far as 
7 they occur to me, than vith a view to ſu- 777 63 55 4 9757 : a N 5 . 5 5 
percede it. The comparative advantages 5 | 7 1 8 | j ' 2M 55 ale 
of it, over the farming ſyſtem have been v | 8 : | > 4. 50 5 5 2 175 
a ably and juſtly detailed by the Collector 8 
Mr. Law, the queſtions now ſtated to him 
are meant to bring forward the Plan into, VVV 1 A 


full elucidation and diſcuſſion. 


„ ͤ ZE oy 


0 92 95 

. The minuteneſs of the detail, and Nt the 5 Ts e 3 105 1 
the inconvenience ariſing therefrom at ih e e COSI . 

preſent the number of villages i in the four 


1 Rs th - Re 
x Havily Behr 3 . 
©: Cootah, ' o - * 6 a 4 
. 3 Pelitch, JJV 
4 Nurhut Samoy vi viz. _ | 2 i 
; Nurhut, — - — 245 Y | 
_Samoy, = - 121 
Mahere, — 280 . 
"0 FRE OS TE ge 
K. VV Co ne 
utchrooky, — - 68 Try 
NP,” . | 
ole Las © Tora! 1,50% f 
In che courſe of time it is probable, that 
the number of Proprietors will be increaſ- | 
Ny _ ed the villages deſcending to the heirs of 


the preſent holders, there may be two, # „„ 115 
or three, or more, where there is at pre- Is FBBJJẽ!: 19 
ſent one, the ſame effe& may follow from | 

transfer by fale or otherwiſe, it is however | 

poſſible that many of the preſent villages 

vill become the property of the ſame | | 

man, which will facilitate the colleQions ; ; th 


but I hold the reverſe more 1 9 8 


Adumisg 3 any ated, VV 9 


i 


vhich muſt either be d or prov- 
ed erroneons, the Wr ts it 
are theſe. 


17. To en are the rents of the vil- To a native Officer called Tehſfildar. 
lages now paid, to an officer appointed by 
the Collector or immediately at the Col 
| leftor' apart 7 


-& 


2d. When 4 N Becofifes | ths Un The diminution of large eſtates has 

property of two, three or more individu- been acknowledged by ableſt writers to 

als, from whom are the rents tö he collec- be of advantage, the Courts of Adaulut 

| | ted, from each Proprietor according to his therefore ſhould be authoriſed to ac- 

T . reſpettive e in it, ee for 


quieſce in ſuch diviſions and the propor- 
tion of Government's quit-rent ſhould 
be equitably allotted on each and after | 
regiſtering the ſame, the Tehſeldar or / 
native collector ſhould receive from the 
diſtinct ſhares; Government looks only 
| 5 0 | EOS | | FF recorded diviſions of land and is 
| ? 5 os indifferent to change of Proprietors. 
5 e Private diviſions therefore are of no 
5 | | validity, Government's quit rent being 
upon the whole village; if the ſeveral 
Joint Proprietors fail to liquidate the 
| „„ inſtalments, proceſs to diſtrain will iſ- 
| | 7 1 fue indiſeriminately upon any proper- 
| . 1 „ Wa ty, The lofs by want of precautions 
| bs | . muſt be adjuſted among themſelves. 
| g gu. Will N | „ 


PPP Nr 4 ſho: wt - oa. eee 


lector for each Pergunnah, if ſo, will not 


upon the Government? 


anſwered in the affirmative. What vill be 
the expence of an Officer appointed to 
make the collections of a Pergunnah of 
one Lack of Rupees annual rent? 


ty create the neceſſity of appointing a Col- 


not the expence of his Eſtabliſhment fall 


4th. Suppoſing the laſt queſtion to be 


" he. 


5 (68840) 
3d. Will not this ſubdiviſion of proper- 


In For Pergunnah there muſt be a 
native Officer or Tehſildar to collect a 


' 


To deter from dilatorineſs of pay- 
ment and to prevent the trouble and 
expence of peons, the Mocurrerydar 


muſt pay his fixed inſtalment at the 


appointed Treaſury or proceſs to diſ- 


train will iſſue at his coſt and damage. 


An Allowance of two per Cent: will | 


be ſufficient for the Tehfildar and his 
Eſtabliſhment ; but hereafter a Mocurre- 
reydar may be obliged to take the Tax- 


| gatherer s duty at a leſs Allowance as at 


home. To pay for this two per Cent. 
there will of courſe, be an increaſe on 
the preſent net Jumma. The Farmer | 
had an Eſtabliſhment of at leaſt twenty 
per Cent. he therefore being excluded, 


| the diminution of eighteen is a clear 


relief to the country. 


In large Zemindarries ſuch as Bur- 
dwan there muſt be native agents in 


the numerous diviſions on the part of 


the 


** 


(35 ) 


the Rajah, and theſe may be nomina- 


ted Tehſeeldars with the aforeſaid: per 


TCentage and they may {till perform the 


the Rajah's buſineſs, all their duty to 


Government will be to tranſmit a 
monthly Statement and the Rajah will 


The polity © of a decreaſe on the pub- | 


lic rent. 


This is founded upon the Premiſes ſtat- 


ed, that the rents of the villages are to be 
fixed or Mokurrery and connected with a 


ſuppoſition that a village may be ſo impo- 


veriſhed from ill management, that a pur- 


chaſer may not be found to A it at the 
rated aſſeſſment. ; ; 


Is this caſe ever likely to happen, and 
if ſo, by what means is the decreaſe of 
rent to be prevented. * 


pay in the amount quit - rent to the Col- 


| lector . 


The buſineſs of receiving the quit - 
rent does not require abilities, the Pro- 
prietor has all the internal manage- 
ment and his intereſt will make him 
punctual. 


A Purchaſer's refuſal of the quit- 
rent cannot be admitted, elſe the appli- 


7 cations for deduQions on various pleas, 


would 


—— — — 


ty 


I underſtand the rents to be levied on the 
e lands of the villages only, each 
village may be ſuppoſed to contain waſte 
land, which it is the Proprietor's intereſt to 


improve, the queſtions ariſing from this 


Ln 
4 


The Proprietor diſpoſes of the uncult-. 


vated lands | to | another perſon in perpe- 


* 


tuity 


woukd be endleſs; ſhould an earthquake 
happen, over flowing rivers depoſit ſand 
or miſtaken aſſeſſment render the vil- 
lage inadequate to bear the land Tax, 
the Proprietor ſhould be at liberty to 
reſign the eſtate (the quit · rent being 
the condition of his tenure) and the 


Board of Revenue may afterwards 


grant it to another; with the general 
proſperity the value of land will riſe by 
the influx of ſpecie to purchaſe ; the 
circumſtance therefore, of a village be- 


ing too reduced by miſmanagement, 


can ſcarcely happen. The Audawluts 


will prevent oppreſſion and as rack- 
renting can only drive the Ryotis to a 
neighbouring Moccerry, they will return 
immediately upon a change of Propri- 
etor, numerous rich men will take vil- 
lages with even a temporary loſs, upon 
the proſpeRt of recovery by improve- 
ment, and this is the great benefit to 


| Government of a fixed quit rent, ſcarce 


an inſtance will ever occur of av 
lage being reſigned from 1 incapacity | to 


bear the quit- rent. 


The mocurrery grant is for the whale- 
village and the quit-rent unalienable 


upon. 


tuity for a valuable conſideration, reſerving 
to himſelf the cultivated lands only, in the 


proceſs of time from ill management or 


other cauſes, the rents of the Proprietor's 


ſhare decline, arrears take place, from 


whom are they to be made good? 


If from the village generally, is not the 


new purchaſer' s tenure affected by a want 
of due diſcrimination ? | 


If ſo, by what means is he to obtain 
redreſs from the loſs, ſuffered by him for 
the deficiency of another? 

The other queſtion though founded up- 
on the preliminary ſtatement refers to 
another confideration—Where the waſte 


lands of a village bear a great proportion to 


thoſe in cultivation, where they are capa- 


ble of improvement, and the means of ef- 


fecting this eaſy and prafticable, under 
theſe circumſtances, con ſidering the advan- 


tages which the plan confers upon the Pro- 


prietors of villages, may not the Govern- 


ment reaſonably expect ſome part of the 
produce ariſing from future improvement? 


The objed of this queſtion is not to im. 


poſe 


therefore cannot legally give exemption 
of any part by any conveyance. 
The purchaſer c of an authorized tenure 


muſt abide by the conſequences, and 


obtain his redreſs from the fraudulent 
Gipoler by igen procels. 


— 


Was this queſtion anſwered in the 
affirmative, the whole ſyſtem wquld be 
ſubverted by expoſure to future claims; 
as all improvement depends upon po- 
pulatiqn &c.. 14 were impoſſible. now to- 
fix any rates of encreaſe upon deſolate 
land, moreover, ſhould this principle be 
reverſed by granting deduQions where 
preſent cultivation failed, the Revenue 


would beuncertain. Government may 


always obtain a portion of every improv- 


er's profit, by duties on articles of ma- 


nufaftune auen he will expend. 


The 


« * 
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2 
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poſe a progreſſive tax, it may be better 


underſtood by the following terms. 


* 4 


A village has 1000 Begahs of cultivated 
land on which the aſſeſſment is made, it 


has 300 of waſte land not alleſſed, of the 


laſt number 250 may be ſoon brought into 


cultivation and more in time, is it unfair 


or unjuſt to require on the outſet a moderate 


addition to the quit rent of the village, now 
aſſeſſed upon the cultivated 28585 for this 
conſideration. | 


4th. The Security of the Ryotts. Upon . 
general principle it may be preſumed that 
the ſelf intereſt of the land holder will be 


the beſt Security of the Ryotts, that as his 


eſtate is ſubjett to forfeiture for arrears, 


it will of courſe, be his immediate intereſt, 


to guard againſt this by good treatment to 
thoſe from whoſe. labours, the value of the 


nothing ſpecific for the ſecurity of the 
Ryotts ; but conſidering the impoſitions to 
which they have been ſubject, will not ſome 


be neceſſary inthe commencement; the ope- 


ration of the principle in time, will I doubt 


not, be a ſufficient ſecurity, and perhaps the 
Plan 


The Proprietors will alleviate the pre- 
ſent heavy aſſeſſment upon cultivation 


and compenſate themſelves by encreaſed 
produce from land now deſolate, it is 
Government's intereſt therefore, to en- 


ſure to induſtry the benefit of exten-. 


ded tillage, beſides it were a fallacy in 
term, to call a man Proprietor of the 


e Government's claim thereon i is 
qualified and indefinite, 7 


Every Begah of Land cannot be held 
by the Ryotts at one medium ſtandard— 


In ſome extenſive ſterile ſpots, land is 


of little worth, and in rich parts almoſt 


invaluable—the Mecurrery Villagethere- 


fore may be deemed an average aſſeſſment 


of an extent of ſoil which the Proprietor 
| muſt allot in the beſt mode for himſelf; 
eſtate muſt be determined: the plan propoſes 


In large Zemindaries there exiſt cer- 


tain tenures for parcels of ground which 

by preſcriptive title have invariably paid 
the ſame rent. Government ſhould 
confirm theſe Tenures by a diſtin | 


rule as copy holds in England. The 


Courts by a limitation to ten or more 


— 


years 


— 
— IR — Tr * 
** 


i . 15 


Plan relies upon this. 


But the Queſtion is in another ſenſe ma- 
pottahs I hope to be excuſed quoting 


terial, are the Rents of the Ryotts ſo deter- 
minate and known, as to enable the Offi- 
cers of Government to decide upon their 
complaints eafily and expeditiouſly. 
Buy what ſpecific Rules is this certainly 


„ 
* 


aſcertained? 
Are any W Rules chen to 


bx it? 


years will gradually decide all inferior | 
rights and theſe decrees ine fix 


every tenure. 
To ſhew the ſimilitude of the Native 


from Blackſtone © Good nature of ma- 
“ny Lords of manors, having time 
Ye out of mind, permitted their Villains 
« and Children to enjoy poſſeſſion with- 
« out interruption, the common Law of 
© which cuſtom is the Life, now gave 
© them Title to preſcribe againſt their 
«© Lords, as ſuch tenants had nothing 
« to ſhew for their eſtates, but theſe 


« cuſtoms and admiſſions, in purſuance 


« of them entered on rolls, they now 
“began to be called Tenants by copy 
of Court Roll or copy hold.” 


I underſtand that originally in Ben- 
gal there was ſome fixed aſſeſſment on 
certain Begahs or an attempt at an aver- 
age rate on all cultivation. The Ze- 
mindars have exceeded that by various 
Ceſſes whilſt on the other hand the Ten- 
ant has encroached in limit, thus addi- 
tional ground compenſates for over aſ- 
ſeſſment viz. the Ryott by actual poſſeſ- 

| fion 


{ 4 ) 


fion of five Begahs is able to pay the 
heavy Rent on three computed Begahs, 
fortunately all attempts to obtain an ex- 
att meaſurement have been defeated, 
for unleſs the preſent pottahs were low- 
ered in proportion to the reſumption of 

ground, the Ryotts muſt have funk and 
all fuffered with them. Theſe tenures 
are virtual Copy- holds and as the vari- 
ous fines, profits, ſervices, &c. in England 
were commuted and compriſed in a ſpe- 
_ cific ſum, ſo this Aſſil Jumma or origi- 
nal rate and ſubſequent Ceſſes may be 
united and form one rent upon the 
quantity of land invariably held by the 
| Ryot, Ss | 


Where no engagements previouſly ex- 
iſted or have been entered into, the Ryot 
is entitled in Bahar to one half of the 
produceforthe expence of ſeed, &c. The 
| Charges of appraiſing the Crop are eſti- 
mated and fixed at one eighth, five in 
forty, jointly to be born by the proprie 
tor and Ryot, the next diviſion is ſeven- 
teen and half to each, where the proprie- 
tor bears the Coſt of appraiſors, &c. the 
Ryot receives the above diviſion and 
gives twenty-two and half to the pro- 

; prietor 
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; 


prietor, orin ſixteen Shares, takes ſeven 


and leaves nine (this is termed Bowelly 


and pratticed alſo in Burdwan and many 


parts of Bengal under other names and in 
other portions,) where therefore the Ry- 
ot cannot bargain he has an aſcertained re- 
compence; excluſive of the Law, to pre- 
ſerve Copy-hold Ryots, I would recom- 
mend a regulation exempting Ryots who 

lived upon particular ſpots from any im- 


poſition of Houſe or Garden · rent, if not 


— 


before paid, and from all encreaſe up- 
-on the pittance which may have been | 
taken heretofore. For obſervations reſ- 
pedting Ryot's engagements, vide my 
Letter | in e (I ** | | 


Kt vers an endlefs and ſuperfluous 


labor to attempt aſcertaining the rights 


-of every under Ryot in the numerous 
Pergunnahs and were after all liable to 
error; If any under Tenants hold by 
preſcriptive Title the ſeveral Courts 


muſt ſecure them therein, if invaded, 


the intereſt however of Mocurrerydars 


will generally induce them to conci- 


liate by donation rather than alienate by 


extortion, perhaps it were a proper Law FE 
to prohibit under leaſes for leſs than 


five or ſeven or ten years. 


In 


F 
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The preceeding remarks. apply both to 
the principle and execution of the ſettlement 


and its. conſequences, what follows, has 


more immediately a reference to its exe- 
cution. 

The ſecond Article of 65 Plan, 6 
that each village be diſtinctly aſſeſſed 
by inereaſing and decreaſing its preſent 
Jupma in proportion to its ability. . 

How has this ability been eſtimated ? 
It appears from the Collector's letter, that 
the Revenue has been allotted agreeable 
to former collections from the various di- 
viſions, ſo far i it may be preſumed e to 
the preſent produce. HEE 

But on the other hand it is an 
that the recorded meaſurement is very in- 
accurate. Each Pergunnah however up- 
on the whole pays an increaſe. FE 

The Collector obſerves, that as the Ca- 
nongoes meaſurement cannot be relied 
upon, he has inſerted in the Pottahs, and 
Cabooleat the term more or leſs.” In 
reverting to the Copies of theſe inſtruments, 


accompanying the Collector's letter of the 
24th of Oftober, I do not find the term; 


“ more or leſs.” 
Irregularities in the. aſſeſſment are ac- 
| knowledged to be of leſs importance to the 


In my addreſs of the 24th Oftober 


1788 J have ſtated how the head Ze- 


mindars in the capacity of F armers or 
Aumils are obliged to burthen all infe- 
rior Talookdars &c. (ſuppoſe 20,000 RS. 


upon a moſt moderate computation to 


realize 15,000) I had therefore only to 
diminiſh upon the highly cultivated 
and conſequently heavily aſſeſſed villa- 


ges and in ſome inſtances, to encreaſe a 


little the Jumma of a few villages with 


an extenſive Tratt of Land, which paid 
almoſt nothing, moreover the Mocur- 
rerydars being freed from the caprici- 
ous claims of head Zemindars or far- 
mers who, to this day, mul@ as Lords 
paramount on Marriages &c. it were 
nearly impoſlible to over aſſeſs any vil- 


lages. In reſpect to boundaries; conſi- 


dering that the limits of fertile villages 


were well aſcertained by previous de- 
ciſrons and long poſſeſſion, I was con- 
vince that their preſent abilities could 
not be diminiſhed, and if diſputes 
aroſe about waſte land ſubſequently im- 
proved, whatevei way they were decid- 
ed it could only alter the right of pro- 
fits, and not affect the preſent produce | 


upon which I formed my quit- rent; up- 


On 
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ſtate, than the variable uncertainty of its 
amount, is to the ſubjett, it is however a 
deſireable objeR, in fixing the quit-rent 
in perpetuity to render it, in the firſt in- 
Whether un- 
der all circumſtances ãt would be adviſeable 


ſtance, as equal as poſſible. 


) 
on a reference to the Perfian grant the 
word © Tuckmenum is inſerted, but by 


ſome miſtake the copier of the Engliſh 


Pottah tranſmitted to the Board has 
omitted its tranſlate © Efimated more or 


Jeſs.” | 


to delay the Plan, with a view to this ob- 


jekt, is another and ſerious conſideration. 


On this point the following queries are;pro- 
poſed to the Collector. 


| Whether any mode can be adopted du- 


ring the preſent year, beſides actual mea- 
ſurement, for rendering the aſſeſſment, up- 
on the villages more equal? 


but what 


No one occurs; an actual meaſuro- 
ment could only be formed from the f 
preſent knowledge of boundaries and 
the attempt would immediately pro- 
mote endleſs diſputes, every limit is ſuf- 
ficiently known, as in eſtates at home, 


amongſt land holders by an order to 


meaſure? 


Whether the attempt after what has 
been done, would not create ſuſpicion in 


Certainly? 


the Proprietors of the villages, regarding 


the ſtability of the plan, and ſhake their 
confidence in government? 


If the wo firſt. queſtions ſhould be an- 
[wered i in the eve. is/it poſſible to 
uin 


\ 


I cannot de, ah. or ſee the ne- 
oeſſity of an. 
hy Full 


alarm would be excited _ 
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_ obviate the itt conſequences ſuggeſted in we 


ſecond, by any previous declaration of 
Government with reſpect to their inten- 
tions? 


I do not ſee the advantages of the term 
« more or leſs” as however it may be pre - 
ſumed that the renters may in moſt caſes 


have more than the ſpecific quantity of 


Begahs, they may conſider this term, as a 
ſecurity that they ſhall not hereafter be 
called upon for the ſurplus, is this the caſe 


or not? | | 


I would wiſh to know alſo if the boun- 
daries of the villages are ſo determined as 


to preclude diſputes between the different 
| village holders, or in caſe of diſputes, to 


enable the Court of Adaulut to decide 


them by a reference to the records with- 
out a reſort to the lands. 
Is there any and what objeQons to the 


following 


Full aware of the conſequences from 


litigated limits I inſerted the clauſe in 


the Pottah or title deed for the reciprocal | 
Security of Government and Land. holder. 


The boundaries of fertile villages are 


well aſcertained, but where Jungles 


have been hitherto penetrated only by 
e Tygers, the diſpute can only be deter- 


mined by a reſort to the land; on ſome 
remote period when the happy effects 
of permanency are accompliſhed by in- 
creaſed culture ; the Courts of Juſtice- 
will decide and in what manner is im- 


material to the Government, whoſe 


quit-rent cannot be endangered. 


The village holders will ſooner or 
later even mark their boundaries, 


which are- now ſufficiently aſcertained, 


but they could not be relied upon for 


a report; firſt from their reluctance to 


incur trouble and expence.—Secondly, 
from fear of expoſing themſelves to a 


higher rent, or from a wiſh to obtain 


a lower, 


following Propoſitions. That the village 
| holders be required within a certain time. 
to give in an authentic record of the quan- 
tity of land in each of their villages reſpec- 
tively, and an exact delineation. of their 


boundaries ? 


That an aſſiſtant of the Collector 
be employed to fix the latter caſe; what 
time would this take up, and what would 
be the expence, and: would the village 
holder contribute any part of it, from the 
conſideration» of the certainty: which it 
gives to their poſſeſſion ? 

1 ſhalll now advert to the conditions in 
the pottah and Cabooleat, as numbered 


in the accompanying. tranſcript. of: the 


Pottah, 


a lower; thirdly, from their liability to 
err from ignorance and negle&.—No 
report can exclude the | reviſion. of 
| Adawluts when diſputes ariſe, and to 
attempt defining every limit would be 
to excite a ſpirit of diſpute and en- 
croachment inſtead of preventing it. 


The Collectors aſſiſtant would be 
apt to miſtake and his menſuration 
could not be in juſtice a; bar to the 
Courts inveſtigation upon an appeal, 
and therefore his trouble ab initio be 
nugatory. What time, what a ſum it 
would coſt.? The Proprietors would 
not chearfully defray the expence of | 
defining neglected limits from whence 
they ſcarce calculate a profit ſor years to 
come, beſides, after a ſhort period 
the aſſiſtant Collector's land mark may 
be diſputed. Before a meaſurement: 


could be effected, the preſent Govern=+- . 


Av 


AnrTICIE I. | 
The Gunge duties are excluded. Theſe - 
I believe are left undecided for future Re- 
gulation. 


ment might be loſt to India, and the- 
ſucceſſors apt too frequently to think and 
act differently, would at any rate doubt 
of, if not alter the preſent policy. - 
I am preparing an account of Gunge 
duties, which will evince how Zemin-- 
dars and Farmers have given partial 
| Pri- 


'c&) 


1 gulation. The firft Queſtion that occurs 
is whether the amount of them is to be- 
come an addition to "the Nei 1 of 
the Villages. 

Under any ſuppoſition T am not ions 
of the propriety or neceſſity of the excluſi- 
on. It is a fundamental law of Govern- 
ment that no duties ſhall be collected upon 
Goods paſſing and repaſſing. With reſpect to 
tolls levied upon the purchaſe and Sale of 
Goods in the Gunges, the amount may 
 fafely perhaps be truſted to the proprietors 
of the villages. By allowing all to eſta- 

bliſh Markets and Gunges at Option, it 
Vill be the intereſt of every Man to be 
moderate in the amount of the Tolls eſta- 
pliſhed by him, exaction will ſoon be fol- 
lowed by loſs and the Evil corrett itſelf. 


privileges to particular individuals, 
which are tantamount to monopolies ex- 
cluding the bulk of traders, how impoli- 
tic taxes have ſuppreſſed Commerce, and 
in ſhort will diſplay the dreadful impe- 
diments and vexations impoſed by tem- 
porary poſſeſſors who had no intereſt 
in the future general proſperity. I pro- 
miſe large profits to Government in 
every ſenſe by a modification of the 
Gunges. which if left to individuals 
could never take place, for each would 
have ſeparate rates and moreover their 
caprices by varying thoſe rates might 
alter the fixed marts of reſort to the great 
prejudice of Beoparries and Merchants. 
Beſides a Village being held by three 
or more heirs, it would be difficult to 
ſhare the Gunges and each would har- 
raſs by a diſtinct Collector of duties 
as per my Letter under date 26th july 
No. 1. The Mocurrerydar ſhould re- 
ceive his ground Rent, but not be per- 
mitted to create duties which have al- 
ways been deemed the peculiar previ- 
lege of Government. Exadtion ulti- 
mately injures the proprietor, but the 


General lofs to Merchants by uneertain 


AnTICLE II. 


duties would affett thouſands. When the 
| - preſent 


* 1 * 
ö 

A 3 

_ 0 


1 * 


preſent Zemindars or Farmers deprived . 
of their power to depreſs by demands 
for contingent” expences, . there will be 


_ a ſpirit of induſtyy, that my diſpoſition 


15 AxTicts II. 
In Bengal with reſpe& to Markets there 


is an eſtabliſhed uſage that no Market ſhall 


be erefted in the Vicinity of another, or 


be held on the ſame day to its prejudice. 
Is this the uſage in Bahar or not? if it is, 
may not ſome Rules reſpefling this uſage 


be neceſſary, to prevent future diſputes ? ? 


Gunges, I believe, are not under ſuch ſtrict 
limitations i in Bengal. The uſages refpett- 


ing them the Collector may explain and 


5 determine how far the preceding Queſtion 


is applicable to them 


is fearce ſanguine enough to conceive. - 


The word = vicinity” muſt be con- 


ſtrued by the Collector and give riſe to 
numberleſs diſputes. The Revenue 
Board being freed from all correſpon- 


dence of © Farming,” will have leiſure 


to determine. the propriety of Markets 
in reſpe& to locality and the quantum 
of duty on the Sales, and to my convic- 
tion from an inſight inte exiſting evils 


the Regulation of Gunges is a moſt ma- 


terial object for national concern. I truſt 
the foregoing will ſuffice, till the whole 
of this eee ſubjeet ſhall be 


illuſtrated. 


15 Inſtead of ſpecifying the whole quantity 
of Begahs in one, would it not be better to 


diſtinguiſh the quantity of each denomina- 
on as cultivated or uncultivated and the 


aggregate of the two, could this be done ? 


Article III. 


Every Year, every Month, every 
Day alters the cultivation in each Vil- 
lage, in quality and quantity. The 
idea of a General appreciation by this 
means, incurred great expence, diſſipated 
much ability and defeated a Mocurrery 
plan under Mr. Haſtings's adminiſtration. 


How 
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ARrTicLs III. uy 


The ſtipulation implies that ſome pro- 
prietors may have a right to a Village, 


who have not the poſſeſſion, and gives 
them Malikana, but denies b d on 
proof of ri ight. 

This can only apply in two caſes, as far as I 
can ſee, firſt, To thoſe who may haverreful[- 
'ed the Terms propoſed, which 1 do not 
think material , and ſecondly, to abſentees. 


—vith reſpe& to the latter, it amounts to 


a poſitive excluſion and ſo far may be con- 


ſidered asa violation of right and property, 


a compenſation is made, it is true, but ad- 
mitting as I do the rights of Zemindars to 
the property in the Soil I know not, that Go- 
vernment has a right to diſpoſe of their pro- 


perty in their abſence, except by diſtraint 


for balances. 1t would be equally hard to 
deprive a Mokurrerydar after poſſeſſion of 
the produce of his labours aud induſtry, and 
difficult perhaps to make an adjuſtment be- 
tween him and the proprietor upon the lat- 
| tersobtaining poſſeſſion, that ſhould, as equity 
requities, indemnify the preſent poſſeſſor 
for his expences. 55 | 
Wich a view to the madiGcation of the 

reſtriction, is there any objection to the fol- 


lowing rules? | 
25 That 


vw 


Ho lately the Zemindars were pub- 
lickly adjudged devoid of property in 
the Soil, and how precarious the one 
tenth before allowed has hitherto been 

I have ſhewn; in ſecuring to Zemindar's 
an invariable one tenth, 1 have, I truſt, 
4iberally conſidered their fituation and 
rendered even thoſe ejedted better off 
than heretofore. Ingranting Mocurre- 


ries Government confer a novel poſſeſſi- 


on and Juſtice, humanity and policy re- 


quired a preference to the Zemindars. 
Scarce one can actually be abſent, but 
ifthe M ocurreries were conditioned with 
the claim of abſentees, many Zemindars 
would purpoſely ſecrete themſelves ei- 
ther to lower the Quit Rent or wait till 
the improvements of another, rendered 
their eſtates eligible. 8 
It were vain to ſtay a general and 


immutable good till every petty Zemin- 


dar's right was proved, for perpetually 


changing, the ſyſtem muſt be deferred 
for ever. Were a retroſpe& upon any 
plea admitted, or any ſuch clauſes an- 


nexed to the grants, the Natives mif- 
truſtful from the many changes, would 


under-value if not reje the Tenure; 


and from an almoſt imaginary apprehen- 
| ſion 
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That a term be limited W which no 
proprietor of a Village ſnould be allowed to 
regain ee ** the end of che ain 

Fuffily year. Y i 

That an advertiſement be made cal- 
ling upon the Attornies, heirs or relations 
of Abſentees to deliver in their Claims with- 


in three Months, under a declaration that 
no claims to poſſeſſion in future will be re- 


ceived after the elapſe of the term preſcri- 
bed. . 


I wou'd. wiſh however to know to what 


poſſible caſes the clauſe was meant to apply 


| by the ColleQor. 


Aber LE IV. 
This clauſe appears to me to militate 
with the fundamental principle of the plan, 


the acquieſcence of the Land-holders may, 


perhaps be deemed a ſufficient reply. 


I do not, I confeſs, ſee the poſſibility of a 


| n adherence to the conditions in this 


clauſe, 


G 


ſion of prejudice to one or two it would 
be impolitic to depreciate grants by ex · 
poſure to ſubſequent litigations or to 
defer eſtabliſhing a permanent ſyſtem 
which will form an epoch honorable to 
the Britiſh Government and proſperous 
to every deſcription of Natives. 
The period of three Months or more 
ſhould be limited for notice to every 
Zemindar, Agents, &c. previous to the 
allotment and thoſe who did not attend 
ſhould ſuffer for their inadvertence, but 
if Government's humanity extends fur- 
ther, a portion of the Crown-lands 
might be allotted at a ſmall quit Rent in 
lieu of their loſs. Any conſideration 
beyond this which admitted a Title to 
the Mocurreries, would ſacrifice the bulk 
of che proprietors for a poſſible inſtance 
of an abſentee's neglect. 


Temporary extraordinaries muſt have. 
temporary reſources, and even the land 
at home is liable to a general tax during 


f The Villages have much waſte land 
too few being in a complete ſtate of cul- 
5 tivation, 


(5 ) 


clauſe, except indeed, under a ſuppoſition 
chat the real quantity of land in the Vil- 


lages greatly exceeds the ſpecification of 


it, when this is not the caſe, how can a man 
| who loſes a third or even a fourth of his 


remainder or a portion thereof muſt be 
. be ſold to make good the deficiency. I 


wiſh to have this point clearly explained 


and the objection anſwered. 


extent of villages by marks, as by nul- 
labs, hills, embankments Ke. 


In the other conditions no objektions 8 


occur, may it not be neceſſary to fix ſome 


regulations reſpecting the cuſtom in Ba- 


| har of damming the rivers to ore 
reſervoir of water. 


1 wiſh alfo to receive information on the 
following point. 


The Zemindary of Sunnote Tukary, the 
property of Muterject Sing, comprehends 
many ſubordinate Talookdars and Zemin- 
dars. Is it the object of the preſent plan 
| that Government ſhould fix their reſpec- 
tive quitals of Rent, or leave the adjuſt- 
ment with the Zemindar Meterject Sing ? 

| Is 


tivation, but as the quit Rant 4 is deter- 
mined by the preſent capability, any 


miſtaken limits (for even the Adawluts 
may be miſled by evidence) cannot af. 
Ffe@ the Mocurrerydars any further than 
Village pay the Rent of the whole? The 


by transfer of more or leſs profit from 
A. to B. nor can diſputes. ariſe about 


any material difference of land but in 


woody and long neglected ſpots, for the 
old reſidents can in general define the 


The right of damming rivers can on- 
ly .be decided by eſtabliſhed cuſtom, 
where new aquedudts and mounds are 


to be made, the ſupreme Board as Par- 


liaments at home, conſulting the gene- 


ral utility will grant particular licences. 


— 


The Zemindar will be appointed Teh- 


ſeeldar and the Mocurrery of ſubordinate 
Talookdars, excluſive of his own villa- 


-ges, mult be fixed by Government; and 
this is the great obje& of the Plan, for 
at preſent, the head Zemindar in capa- 
city of renter always over burthens the 

inferior 
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Is there any objeQiion to this interfer- 
and to make the Ryots ſhelter themſel- 


ence on the part of Government ? 

If there is, ought not the head Zemindar 
when his own Rent is fixed to be compel- 
led to fix that of the Talookdars and Ze- 


mindars who have a property in the Soil 
within the limits of his Zemindary? - 


inferior Proprietors, to ſpare himſelf 


ves in his portion and with a view of 


purchaſing the Talooks when ruin obli- 


ges to ſale, hence I remarked the fer- 
tility of theſe inſulated ſpots by inequa- 
lity of aſſeſſment and until every one is 


| Protected by preſcribed quit- rent the coun 


' gry cannot flouriſh, 


In the caſe of arrears is it meant that 
the whole of the village ſhould be diſpoſed 
of or only a portion thereof ? 

In the latter caſe how is'the reſpeRtive 
Quotas of Rent between the proprietors 
and purchaſer to be determined? 

Would this mode anſwer; let the Land 
be Sold by Public AuQtion, and the rent 

ol the portion Sold as well as the price 
thereof be determined by the Sale, the 
original proprietor to be anſwerable for the 
remaining Quit - rent, be it what it may? 


Sugge/ 20S. 
That no ſales or tranfers be deemed 
valid, but ſuch as are regiſtered in the 
woe Cutcherry. | 


That the Regilter be kept in Engliſh by 


The property will be firſt diſtrained 
and if inadequate to liquidate the ar- 
rears, the whole village will be fold if 
no regiſtered diviſions has previouſly 


taken place, for it would poſtpone'Go- 
| vernment's dues too long, to examine 
the villages and to determine the diſ- 


puted aſſeſſment of a portion of it for 
ſale; but the Proprietors will never ex- 
pole their eſtates to public auction, it 
being their intereſts to ſell privately 
to avoid the expence and ſhame. 


Eſſential to the Syſtem. 


Ditto and in Perſian. 


moſt 
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the affiſtant, and a fee upon each to be ta- 


ken, the quantum of the Fee to * aſcer- * 
tained. | | 5 | | 
That id n be eſtabliſhed for Moſt requiſite. 
all bills of 2 e or deeds of transfer. 


Should the foregoing anſwers fail to afford full ratizfaBtion to every queſtion, yet 


the defects perhaps that remain not quite obviated may appear of inſufficient moment 


to ſubvert the ſyſtem. It muſt be conſidered that fallibility is annexed to human 
nature and that no plan of magnitude can be deviſed exempt from ſome objedtion. 


Upon a ſuppoſition that the mocurrery plan is the moſt perfect, I will N to 


ſuggeſt ſome rules that ariſc immediately from the W 


II. . be are SEEN or minors, inſtead of granting a ſeparate 


allowance in land or money and government undertaking the riſque and trouble 


of managing the remainder as a temporary farm, it would be proper for the Courts 
to appoint the neareſt or beſt connettion guardian, to give in annual accounts for 
the Judge's inſpeQion and future reſponſibility, at preſent ſervants embezzle the 
ſeparate allowance and the eſtate is injured by farmers aware of ſhort continuance. 


2d. The reſumed eſtates ſhould be added to we rent-roll of each Pergunnah 
and not kept apart as at preſent, for excluſive of the accumulation of accounts by 
ſeparate toujees, &c. a hope is encouraged of future relinquiſhment when the cauſes 
of ſequeſtration may be obliterated and hence frequent Petitions for that purpoſe. 

gd. Occupancy ſhould be deemed a valid title til better is ſhewn, and any 
diſpoſſeſſion ſhould be fined and the diſpoſſeſſed reſtored merely upon righi of occu- 
pancy, without any neceſſity to prove other title, elſe every claimant will be induced 


to redreſs himſelf and oblige the diſpoſſeſſed to ſuffer the riſque and onus probandi, 


which muſt ſhake the foundation of all property. 


| Ark. 


+Jl 


(:53 ) | 
4th. The plaintiffs ould be required to pay the Tullubanah or expence of 


Bailiffs; for at preſent the defendants are burthened and harraſſed by it 1 


deciſion, which en vexatious vente nt | | | 


| oth. Hereditary ſlavery is as ſhocking to Humanity as contrary to policy by 
ſuppreſſing population In an extenſive country deprived, at many periods of water 
conveyance, partial dearths are with difficulty'remedied by ſupplies from other places, 


perhaps therefore in famines, charity cannot be ſolely relied upon, and it is re- 
quiſite to permit mothers to part with their infants, but as their natural right ceaſes 


upon the child's arriving at maturity, it were à beneficial law to render all free at 


hat period — The intereſted man will thereby, have received an adequate compen- 
ſation by labor for his purchaſe money and be induced to om the W | 


to continuance with him by mild treatment. 


But Iam \ into 1 bed (though connected with the enlarged po- 


i 50 of ſecuring the rights of mankind, for the good Government) and forbear till the 


heterogeneous compound of lord Paramount, Tax eee e of the ſoil 
and head Farmer ſhall be analyſed. | 


a7 


Under the peculiar 1 drought and murrain I have reduced this 
ſimplification to practice, and truſt to be pardoned taking this opportunity of retur- 


ning acknowledgements to the Honourable. Governor General in Council for the 
experimental permiſſion allowed. | 


Feb. 5b. 1 THOMAS LAW, calls. 


— 
. 
* * 
* 
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« o - 
* 


Ch) 


THOMAS LAW, .. 
 CoLLtcTOR of BAHAR. | ; 


SIR, e vices e GEAR 3 | 
| Mr. SHORE having laid before the Board of PA Repo e if y 7 
encloſure of the goth Ultimo, addrefſed to him in anſwer to his queries on the plan 
of ſettlement propoſed by you, the Board have forwarded copies, with their obſer- 
vations thereon, to the Governor General in Council, at the ſame time _ deſire 
een tothe dna + ee GIRO en eee eee 
; 17 "Tam, SIR, pra iaals erik 
Wt Your moſt obedient "ag 5 
| J. H. HARINGTON, Sec. 
Revenue Board, Calcutta, Feb. 20, 1789, 12 0 . : 1 ‚ | n 0 135 


: \ SECRETARY to the Revenus Board. | 
SIR, 


I AM favored with the queſtions of the Board encloſed in your letter a" the hh 
* and have the honor to ſubmit my anſwers to their peruſal. 


I remain, SI R, 
| Your moſt bete nt humble Gian 
Whats 5 THOMAS LA W. Caleb, 
Calcutta, Feb. 23, 178g. | 


(t 55 75 : 11 5 . , | 
Queſtions from the Board of Revenue. 1070038 70 597889 10 516 1 48181 


1ſt. Is there any regular known ſyſtem of 1 know! of none; the Hiſtory, of Irie 


Revenue at preſent exiſting in the province deſtan in every page records the def: 
of Bahar for aſcertaining the amount of the potiſm of Emperors and rebellion. vf 
yearly demand of the ſovereign; the groſs Feudatory Lords. The Vaſſals muſt 
reſources from which it ſhould be forth Have beenptaned unlimitedly from wars, 
coming and the mode to be obſerved in &. All the anarchy of Feudal Govern- 
collecting it; f - mentoprevalled.and the numerous Forts 

| | oy -: evinbe ths many authorities, e. , When 


0 Rajahs in the hills have continued tri- 
e A torbelwacs 


"ts » 4 
. 4. y Fe 


„ 
So 5 1997 olg 


24. If there bi on what principle i is it i 1 860 1 wich. hay! heads 
founded ? If on taxation, in what propor- rules '6f tatation, the diviſion of the : 


tion is it levied on the groſs rental, and by crop excepted, which I have already 
what rules or ſtandard, progreſſively or at ſtated- 1 undlerſtand that Mr James 
once, has the preſent Jumma been eſtabliſſi- Grant hat written with aſſiduous re- 
ed? If it be founded on Rent or a certain * edteh and great ingenuity an analyſis 
proportion of the produce of the Soil, And 1 ttuſt to be excuſed referring 


| ſhared with the Huſbandmen, what are the  therets for 1 126 Oey] my know- 


proportions, fixed between landlord and” inp 6 de TITER 
$4 % To evan s 81915 one 14-1501 5 3 2ST 3: 


ef. 230 6 3 ” b n > 5 S » "_ 


power depends upon the, longeſt, Sword 

" revolucions: on ito great 4 Soc 5 

4 Bones”: foſteni- of Revenue. When i 

| the Muſſulmans ſubdued the country 
£31 - 3 they found a Maharajah, inferior Ra- 
jahs and Ryots. And to this day the 


A n 


A 
7 — 


to recur to it under preſent circumſtances, 


(88569). 


4 * 


tenant, what rate of charges on count Juno 


of management or what are the ſpecific ſums -.. ... +, l 


ſo received and diſburſed in FW 


1 1 7 
Ni 4 n ont 8 56 
Ann ein nenne 

8 En 


re diſtrifs ?- 1 TTT 188051 


12-5 #3 IF 13. x * $4 145 2 . 
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eiple of the revenue ſyſtem of Bahar, or 1, 


8 elpeci ially in the propoſed Moccurrery di- Alizee | 4 ; | 
ſtriets it has no doubt been collected fome- / . 


where with preciſion perhaps from written 
inſtitutes, from royal ediQs, or from forms 
of the Royal Exchequer whatever may be 
the ſource of knowledge, it is to be ſet forth. 


80 Ba : 3 * ky 4 $5. 8. a 
2 22 i ; „ © WE ; | * 
# <© * - 1 1 
* . a ns 14 : £ * 7 


"4th. Does practical management in the Ditto. 
_ afſefiment and collection of Revenue cor- g 


reſpond with the theory of ſuch ſources of 
knowledge? In what points and in what 
apparent circumſtances do they differ and 
does the defect appear to be in the original 


conſtitution, or in the prevalent ſyſtem? : 


9 F ” # 4 - #4 » * 
# 7 1 14 „ 4 F p 

Ys &. 2 „ 4 FIIESS 8 71 * 4 ; 87 
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tb. If there be no regular known ſyſtem Ditto. 
of revenue aQually exiſting in Bahar, or 


the diſtricts in queſtion; no traces of the _ _. 
former exiſtence of ſuch a ſyſtem, ſuffici- 
ent to aſcertain its nature and determine 
how far it might be prafticable or eligible 


nor 


#4 9&4 +... 
” # x <5 wy 
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Fan em. Blue, 
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4 
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— Wat 


- where are © th, 


| Mocurrery diſtriQts from the firſt ſettlement all the Pergunnahs fince 1765. 


(a) 7 


nor any fixed principle to regulate the d. | 


mand, receipt and charges of the colleAk 51144 . 
on in the behalf of Government what are '© bes e n 550 
the ſources. of knowledge? where, hre 

been the inveſtigations and from whoſe re- 1 325 Det K 
ports and well founded opinions are we ta 8% %% vile if 
draw information to enable us to inſtitute 1 ©:3$338093 4049900 153 V9 7 £51 
a new ſyſtem of revenue ? T. | 

. 6th, Again, if there be no funk: Gnfbpeys 1/2 „Ars aid confiitations of Indis- 
Laws and conſtitution of is ee expreſſion without any allu— 
7 * India” referred.to/in cha 39th Section of ſion I ſhould think to particulars. Tt 
the AQ of P arliament, paſſed in the year cannot be ſuppoſed that the Britiſh ad- 


bach c for eſtabliſhing upon Principles of */ miniſtration had then any determinate 


moderation and Juſtice the rules by rule in a en ue in en | 
„ which Rents &c. whine nm .. 
paid jo the united Co 


0 th 15 what points does the Mocurrery Theſe are enumerated in the pin 


Scheme differ from the exiſting Zemihdary and I forbear to trouble with a a repeti- | 
Tenures? and what are its comparative ad- tion. 
vantages to the ſtate eee as far as 


theſe can be ſet forth on experience 
well rs Wee 0 Tra 


J 17 7 


ech. What Mee We the Wa Jum- The accomptant General can alone 
ma, receipt and charges of the propoſed ſtate the variation of the collections in 


„ 


nenn to the | | 
preſent . 1 


u 
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preſent time? To what cauſes are the de- 


cline and actual deficiency of Revenue, if 


there be any to be aſcribed? How are far- 


ther defalcations to be prevented under the 


forms of a perpetual leaſe at a fixed Rent 


ſecing that an annually decreaſing afſell- 
ment has ſcarcely. ever been realized? 


gth. Is landed property vetcd-exthu- 


1 have endeavoured to make myſelf 


ſively in the Sovereign or in the-Zemindars -acquainted fully with this point and my 
and Ryots? If in the latter, why is it opinion is that the Zemindar is indiſpu- 


do be again diſpoſed of? If inthe former 


but now prepoſed to be transferred to the 


latter or ſome other deſcriptions of the 
Land-holders, on what terms? on what 


principles, under what authority, conſiſt- 


ently with the above mentioned AR of 


Parliament and for what political ends and 
pecuniary advantages? 


table Proprietor of the Soil, and the y- 


ot, but a vaſſal, or peaſant. The Pot- 
tahs of my plan are but for one year, 
confirmable in perpetuity” if approved 
from Great Britain. The political ends 


and pecuniary advantages I have alrea- 


dy enumerated the queſtion appears to 


me rather what ſyſtem ſhould be adopt- 


ed than what has exiſted. Error ſhould 
de correfted if for a moment it is ad- 
- mitted that under a wretched Mogul 


* Government there exiſted no rights, 


it muſt be aſked mould the Engliſh not 


give ſome? if few, whether we cannot 


extend them. "The great object at 
home and in Bengal is to govern for 
the beſt, when the people are rich Go- | 


vernment muſt be ſo, it need not be 


roth. Are 


appre- 
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tofh. Are demands of Revenue to be 


* 1 
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proportioned to preſent or eventual exi- 
geneies of Government or in what degree 


(mw) 


| apprehended that means will not be 


found to avail themſelves of ſubjeQs - 
wealth ? | . | 
This is compriſed in my reply to 
Mr. Shore's propoſition of the ſame na- 
ture. 


is Government to ſhare in the. profits of: 


the Impovement?s 
S we — aner ie 4 Fa. 2 


* 
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IIb. In eſtäbliſning the propoſed Moc- 


The extent of this large territory= 


currery Jumma of Narhut Samoy &c. how renders an accurate knowledge of the 


are we aſſured of having included alt the 
proper territorial *fhare and reſources be- 
longing to” Government Before property 
be diſpoſed of, ought not its value to be 


accurately known ? on whom devolves the 


Malikana or the ouſted Zemindar's allow- 
ance of Ten per Cent. and to hom would 
devolve the ſelection and appointments of 


the numerous Moecurrerydars, or new 


ſpecies of Proprietors, with a devolving right 
of ſuch valuable property. and. previleges 


_  Gubde teins? 1 de 


it not afford a new extenſive and extraor- 
dinary latitude: for patronage,:;it being che 
great ambition ok. the eultivators and other 
elaſſes of natives to get poſſeſſion of ſome 
proportion of land in'perpetuity ? ? 


* 


the Moccurrerydar. 


value of the land difficult, and the idea 
of its attempt muſt poſtpone every ſyſ- 
tem. For to- morrrow it is different 
from to day. Tome it appears ſuffici- 
ent to know that a Pergunnah paid leſs 

under a farmer, and was notwithſtand- - 
ing in decline from the rapacity of li- 
mited intereſt in it. If any villages are 
omitted, Government will benefit by 
The Zemin- 


dar will receive the one thenth from 


ſubſequent annexation- 


Government will 
determine who are to form the aſſeſſ- 3 


| ment: but as almoſt every village has a 


Proprietor the patronage. will: be very 
little, beſides the -ColleQors at preſent - 
nominate: to whole Pergunnahs retain- 
ing alſo a laſting influence, ſince re- 

ö newals 
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Nn TORS TEST DDD ITS ' newals of leaſes in a great meaſure de- 
Te ro rien tl Hz 07 nee pend upon them. Government will not 


ho on # baliignedd i aid Vc d ele preceed ing years: um ds 


* nt *; 13 10 e ; 3 90 4 28 t0 18 1 : "without a depmation. 0 Partiality may 7 
5 9210 derber exacting the higheſt rent ſfrom 


each village, that however is preferable 
to ſupporting a farmer in'overbyrthen- 


ing. The allotment once formed pre- 


dL ludes all alteration, future influence, 
PFD ec. The, Courts of Juſtice will only 


2656 od: bas lib Si n ite int e buſiaeſs and truſty) and un- 

nnn onion Boy am til Government preſcribe their de- | 
- * 5 - * 

„ 2 3  mands and have an intermediate Ju- 


4 . 3477 TY? 897 2 5 BEES 7 2 1 &: ; / IF 1 od dicial authority 1 ſee not how the Tub- 
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nauls, every new ruler changing pre- 
+ mound Hy eee cot ceeding ſyſtems, eſtabliſhing Zemindary 
e NOIR ESTES 79555 122 rights one year and annulling them : 
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permit the quit-rent ſettlement to fall 


d ©; 2:55 Jes can be ſecure and flouriſh, Wann 


I e general experience.” Are advocates for 
1 Covernments colledting immediately 
oi it ülteit Feile 5. dien ae from the Ryot or Peaſant. Thoſe 

| cc who | 


We 


Els of ht Pl | J 
ce who purſue this train of reaſoning 
© ſeem not ſufficiently to enquire whi- 5 
« ther it will lead them, nor to know 
„ that it will equally ſhew the propriety 
ol ſuppreſſing all whole ſale trade.” 


After expatiating upon this, he con- 
cludes. | 


« According to theſe Schemes uni- 
* verſal plenty is to begin and end in 
„ univerſal miſery. Hope and emula- 
& tion will be utterly extinguiſhed and 
eas all muſt obey the call of immediate 
* neceſſity, nothing that requires ex- 
_ © tenlive views or provides for diſtant 
* conſequences will ever be performs 
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APPEN DI X. 


ENCLOSURE 
Po JOHN SHORE, G 
PRESIDENT of the BOARD of REVEN UE, 
| os FoRTr WILLIAM. 
a | | MW 
J AM honored with your letter of the 26th November, and with ſolicitude to give 
you ſatisfactory anſwers to the queſtions nen, therein, have delayed till now 


its acknowledgement. . 


F have i in vain 3 to find the Hindoo Synonyme, to the Perſac name 
*® Zemindar and conſequently failed in obtaining a diſtin account of his Tenure - 
and rights, indeed under a F eodal ſyitem which has prevailed from time immemo- 
rial, the idea of a quit-rent, or Mocurrery Tenure cannot have been entertained, . 


for the European maxim. of a diſtin& Military force and of raiſing ſupplies by fund- 


ing is totally unknown. Independence and ſecurity from the-exaQtions of arbitrary 
power was never claimed, to aſſert it even were tantamount to rebellion. 


The Maha Rajah under the Hindoo Government; taxed” his liege Lords as his 
neceſſities or partialities difated.—The- muſulman Government obſerved the fame 
principles and when refractory Zemindars refuſed the tribute, The Emperor gave 
the eſtate to a favourite Officer who was to repay himſelf the expence of OE: 


"2 bh from the produce. $2 | | The. 
| I: | 


( 66 ) 
— en EC Gre iT aa Grew n FG er, 
who in general obtained a few villages for the ſupport _ his F * when he ſub- 
mitted and ou obeiſance. 7 2 


I have in from the beſt authority that the Patna Council in Mr. Vanſittart's 
time ſeeing the precarious ſituation of Zemindars and the evil of alienating diſtin& vil- 
lages rentfree, firſt fixed five per Cent upon the produce of their eſtates, and after- 
wards finding that the Farmers could not raiſe payment by the ſale of them, they ulti- 
mately determined the per centage at one tenth that the wealthy might be induced to 
purchaſe, and enable the Farmers to liquidate their Revenue, 


1 ſubmit to your peruſal ſeparate anſwers to each queſtion, together with the 
Copies of ſunnuds required from the Daroga of the Amaunut Dufter which will fur- 
ther elucidate. | | | | 

| 1 remain, 8 IR, 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 8 
T. L A W, Collector. 


Gra, January 9, 1788. 


ANSWERS of RUSTERAM DaroGan of the Dufter Amaunut to 6 
the QuesTIONs tranſmitted in a Letter from the PRESIDENT of | ) k 
the BOARD of REVENUE, under date the 26th November 1787. 


oft From what perk. has the Malican- When the Emperors firſt diſpoſſeſſed 
nah received 19 the Zemindars in Bahar the e of Hindoſtan and introdu- 
been tA | ced 


(6 ) 
. been. firſt 1% = end 3:6 ced regulations for ſettling the Zemin- 
| | A | dars after their own manner, they par- 
ticularly favored the Proprietors of the 
lands and demanded a ſmall ſhare of: ” 
4 the Revenue; when the Country was 
flouriſhing, the Emperors ordered the 
rents, to be collected in proportion to 
the produce and the Zemindars be- 
gan to repreſent their Embarraſſ- 
ments. In conſequence of which, it 
was fixed that in caſe the Zemin- 
dars were incapable of making en- 
gagements, they ſhould receive an 
| | | | allowance of Maliconnah but centu- 
EF -.- | 3 5 575 ries have elapſed ſince that period, 
Wy : | it is hard to compute the Number of 


years or ſpecify the name of the Em- 
- perors. | 


24d. Do the Proprietors of Jaghiers and The Proprietors of Jagheirs and Ul- 
Vitumgaws univerſally pay to the Zemin- tumgaws pay Maliconah and ſome times 

| dars Maliconah or allow them poſſeſſion of allow Zemindars poſſeſſion of lands, 
WIA: Maliconnah lands? _ and the holders of Aymahs have uſu- 
| : - 7 | ally alienated when they firſt got the 
| lands, a proportion of them as Mali- 
connah, but ſometimes have paid the 
Zemindars the amount in money the 
other rent free land holders grant in 
the ſame manner a proportion of lands 
aa. © 7 and 


38 


34. State ſome ſpecific inſtances of the 


amount paid the Zemindars by the Jag- 


herdars Ultumgahdars on account Mali- 


connah in the form of an account. notice- 


ing the names of both the amount of the 
e and Dane 


(6 5 


and ſome times an allowanee of 1 
to the Zemindars. 


laulpore, &c. Pergunnah Eoh and vil - 
lage Uniauwun Pergunnah Incha an- 
nexed to the Jaghire of Aſſul Ullah 
Khan, &c. and deſcendants of Shaik 


Ullah), receives Maliconnah eſtimated 


at the rate of twenty-five per Cent. pur- 


| ſuant to ancient cuſtom notwithſtanding 


twenty-five Rupees is infringing the 


regulations, the other Jaghiredars in the 


ſame Pergunnahs pay alſo in that pro- 
portion, the cuſtom originates from this 


circumſtance when a ſequeſtration of 


| their eſtates took place in former times 
the predeceſſors of the above Zemin- 
dars ſhewed great indulgence and fa- 
vour to the anceſtors of the preſent Pro- 
prietofs of the Jaghire lands. 


| Colaum Goſe Khawn receives Mal- 
connah alſo account village Abrona &c. 


Pergunnah Morurah attached to Na- 


bob Mozzuffer Jung's Jaghire, eſtima- 


ted at the rate of ten Rupees per Cent. 
| One, ces Mollenarain Nyele Sing, 
| . Denon 


SGolaum Gate (brother of Rajah 
Ameer Ullah, Zemindar of village Ic- 
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Denon Sing and Abahynarin, Proprie- 


tors of village Sula, Pergunnah Gyaſ- 


pore attached to the Ultumgaw of 


Shaik Khan deceaſed, are allowed ten 


Th per Cent. account Maliconnah. Shaik 
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- #9. Are chere any Zetflindars now in 


poſſeſſion of Lands which exiſted as Ze- 
mindary before tlie year 1550 Eng. ſtyle ? 


el. 


Cuanum Ally and Skai Nu Pro- 
8 prietors of the village Conapbre Shah- 
ram, are  alloked ten per Cen 


Tre Ultuniga\y of wg Kyale- 
t. Malcon- 


Kawul Balehund, &c. Proprietors 
of Bunapore Pergunnah Gyſpore, Ul- 
tumgaw of Surajahuddeen receive ten 
Rupees per Cent. account Maliconnah. 


ee eee eee 


Juaroy Beekaroy and Bucktaroy Pro- 


prietors of Cunumpoorah, Havely Azi- 


mabad, Ayma of Mirza Afzul Ally have 


held poſſeſſions of Maliconah lands at 


the rate of ten Begahs per hundred for 
many years. : | 


The Zemindars have had poſſeſſion 
of their lands for centuries but Malicon- 
nah has not exiſted for ſo long a period, 
Enaum and Nanhar Villages have been 
appropriated to the Zemindars for 
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neral ot of. a grant for a Jaghier with 
remarks ſpecifying. any admitted Variati- 
ons from the General Rule. OY 


6th. You muſt ee a 3 the 95 


many years, but ſome have been attach - 
ed by former Rulers, ſome reſumed by 


the Company, and ſome are ſtill retain- | os 


ed by the Poppy e 


| "This will hacer from the accompa- 
nying copy of a Jaghier Sunnud as 
required, the variations which ſubſiſt 
are as follow, ſome grants are reſ- 
trited to the death of the Proprietors, 


ſome depend on their diſmiſſion, and 
ſome ſpecify the Proviſion of the 


Royal Wardrobe as the condition of 
the tenure. 
In other ths the word diſiiſſion, 
&c. is omitted. 
Some times the number of villages 
are inſerted but in general they are not 


mentioned. 
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| | IV. Corts. 

f. Jaghiery Sunnud of Rajah Sit- 
tabroy. _ | 

1 Ditto of Abo Mahomed Khan. | 

34. Mutaby of ee Daoud 

| Jaghire. : Pp 

| 4h, DittoM ahomed Tuckb Khan. 
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| SINCE: Tt bad the honor to Fc to your lettter of. the 26th Nov. I 1 bare ex- 
amined the Patna Conſultations and have the pleaſure to encloſe. ExtraQts, which 
aſcertain the e when the. Malikonnah was fixed with *. ſentiments Ne 
occaſioned N D Ih GYMS OY 4 Ris n F155 [7 498 396 THE TH. 
mio al vor 0 1a 2 remainy SER, | 4 
| «Your moſt obedient humble forvain, | 


ee ee js 0 e THOMAS LAW, Culler, 
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EXTRACT ” from the 1 in NIN 0 GONSULTATIONS, 


£7 


under date the 5th” Nov. INFO") enn 
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f 10 "het the following form of Agreement Thall "ho" a io” by 
the renters ; ; and that | in ſuch Pyris of the country as OR not be rented FEI 


* 4 £4 


to that Regulation f. from ihe Wye 1 whatever Allosanees 10 fer ervants, &c. 


are neceſſary, to be paid from the Sircar and no ſeparate Collections whatever 
be made on that account. SHES | 5 FORM 


FORM of the AGREEMENT. 
having rented-=—in the Schah Babar ſor che ſumof———in full of Mal 


= Abwab f, Foujedarry and Dehdarry 1. Chucklemoney . and Mehemony f, &c. 
(excluſive of the Burhmooter, &c. charity lands) do hereby engage that I will pay. 
the ſaid Sum Fuſſil by Fuſſil and Kiſt by Kiſt without any pretence whatever; and 5 
vuill beſides pay the ſeveral Proprietors, according to. Cuſtom and agreeable. to the 
ſeparate Paper and Ruſſoom, of the Cazys of the Sudder and. Mofuffil Canongoes, and- 
the allowance of Penſioners &c. Muſcooraut, I will. either agree with the Ryotts and 
give them fixed. Pottahs with their own'conſent including ceſſes &c. as well as theRe- _ 
venue; or elſe where the Ryotts do not chuſe to enter into ſuch an agreement I will 
collect from them in kind taking only Twenty-two and half Seer in the Maund and 
leaving the other Seventeen and half Seer to the Ryotts, not ſubje& to any deductions 
whatever; with reſpect to ſmall Zemindars and Talookdars, I will ſettle the Rents 
with them, if we can agree upon the Terms, or if we cannot, I will take the 
Talook.|| into my own hands, and make them an allowance of. five per Cent on i 
the produce; I vill colle& no fines nor- poſſeſs myſelf of the effects of Tous. DE 
| dying without Heirs. Fines and allfucteffets belong to the pak | 


: 1 * TS 7 | - "=P 57 1 . 
EXTRACT from. 4 Letter of. . 8 Generuf ak 
Council, dated Fonr WILLIAM, Try 4, 1771. 


IN the agreements which you- Wa into witk the Farmers we obſerve- HU 
that by one of the Articles, the Zemindars and the Talookdars are put too much | 


uncdler the power of the Farmers who are allowed to ſettle ſuch Terms with thoſe 


People as may be moſt ſor their intereſt, and. if they cannot agree on thoſe Terms N 
18 may. take the Talooks into their hands, on e ap 5 an e to * Tas | 


ier 8 f 955 


| 3pm ene, Cr TT 
| | lookdars 


(23) 


 lookdars of five per Cent on the produce for their ſubſiſtence : as „ ſuch A power 
may, and in many places undoubtedly will be exerted, to the prejudice of the 
petty Zemindars and Talookdars, we deſire that in your next agreements with 
the Farmers on n new Dane this . may he: — 


#% + 4 3 _ Ne ' <8 * ; * # 
n. 4 1 111 S465 nt 5 £ 


L335» & : #3 


27 date the 20 March 1771. % e A e 


BY every information we can obtain che Farmers would never be able to 
adjuſt their Rent with the Talookdars unleſs they were indulged with the alter- 


native of taking their lands ee their” own management, and there is leſs reaſon 
to apprehend any inconvenience from the ſyſtem, becauſe the bad debts and 
expences to which they ſubjec themſelves by ſo doing, makes them always more 
diſpoſed to come to an agreement wick the Talookdars if they will come to 
adequate: Terms; however if they appprove it, we will in future fix ten per Cent 
inſtead of five, as the Talookdar's allowance, and this we underſtand to be the 
ancient allowance agreeable to the conſtitution of the Country Government. It | 
is true this would occaſion ſome ſmall difference in the amount of the Revenue 
but the difference we believe would. be. fully compenſated by the addition” it 
would give to the value of landed, property and the NOIR vhich "oy den 
thence ariſe againſt. EO. balances. 1 s 


EXTRACT of We | Letter from the PRES and and 
| Council, dated Fokr Wk Liam, Ayr 13, f. 1 91 


THE Regulation for obliging the Woe to allow the Talookdars ten per: Cent 
Where they ſhall take the Farm into their on hands ve entirely approve 
of, as it is is much 1 more juſt and equitable than the former allowance. 


views! on 1 ExXTRACTC 
; 5 Ki 5 5 


(14) R 
EXTRACT from the PATNA' CONSULTATIONS, 1 der 
F date the 4th June 1771. R 
IN the future engagements ten per Cent ſhall. be allowed to the </Talobkdars 
X agreeable to your orders, we propoſe alſo if you approve, to make them engage that, 
if the Government ſhould think proper, they will continue to hold 
their farms a fourth year on the ſame terms as the third, we mean this with a view 


to prevent them from being guilty of exactions in the Pergunnahs the third your | 
on a ſuppoſition that they will be no longer intereſted in their Feen. | 


(G. 
To 10 RN SHORE, . 


Parsioxxr and MEMBERS of ow, BOARD 14 Nene . 


— 1 - * 
1 3 Bi # £43 A2 \ 


* 


GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN eſfeds are cauſed contrary to my ſuperiors benevolent intentions it 
becomes my duty to ftate them. Permit me therefore to explain that the Fifty-third 
and Fifty-fixth Articles of the Revenue Regulations diQated for a muy: attention 
to the Zemindars 1 have operated W g 4 . 
Aumils wk are cbliged « to pay. hpi ee ty will not rent to men 
whoſe property can only be obtained after a long and tedious proceſs, with a 
reference. to the Preſidency ; ; nor will bankers affit them with loans, reſtraint 
upon the ready transfer of property muſt cauſe its depreciation and notwithſtanding 
every precaution - wiſdom can deviſe, it is impoſſible to prevent revolutions. in 
families; 3 the diſtrelled therefore : are ultimately _—— to diſpoſe of their eſtates 
| "= conſiderably 


(75) 


conſiderably under value from the prohibition annexed thereto. The other Articles 


have wiſely providedredreſs for every grievance. - Permit mne to recommend that 
all formal MI ata Selen _ ns be valid without wet per 


" ey” 
T7 caps ; ; . . 1 Foo 5 Ta 7 . 227 
. 1 L 6 IS. 5 89 5 „ 3 ; l 
; : x & 1 . ? * 3 T #4 > 3 1 p 


| Iam SIR, 2 | 4 
: 5 „ Vour moſt obedient ſervant, . 1 


PS £95 


182 
Fi . 


8 14 N . 1 b 
Gra, July 31, 1788. | 
r X45 65 L26- YE IG: * 235 , 
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n Wi JOHN. SHORE E. 3 
PaksibEvr and Maunkks of the Bou gage Revanus. 


oe 3 j : * 


EE 


— N - 


IT has_been one of the moſt grateful parts of my duty to fulfil your orders by 


the en of N port ln that 950 Wu has n __ and e 


* 2 


In ocometendiing/ an len n the preſent Kiftbundies, to every two % Months, 


2 or ſix in the year, I may at one glance appear to intrude with a trivial amendment, 


I truſt it will prove only inferior to that of forming a mocurrery ſyſtem. The 
accumulation of accounts and the numerous eſtabliſhments required are the obvious 


objeQions, but the evils multiply through every gradation downwards. The Col- 


lector from the full Moon to the 15th of next month never forbears urgency and 


ſummonſes. The Aumil to avoid the neceſlity of borrowing at Intereſt from 


Bankers, never grants delay beyond the full Moon and diſtrains upon failure ; the 


under Renters therefore to avert theſe inconveniences, collect from inferior Tenants 
at fifteen Wy inſtalments, « or twice p every Month. : . 


The 


- 
5 K 


1 5 ((rs) | 
The expence of Hircarrahs 10 receive petty ſums, and their vexatious extortions 


7 1 7 1 * 9 8 4 
inne n 2 ts Fs „ 1 r 
22 82 Dis. ? * 7 Mn in 
4 > 
4 1 


Theſe however are not their only ſuffer ings. —They are often deprived by reſtraint 


of the valuable ſeaſon for cultivation, often prevented from reaping, always obli- 


ged to ſell. their grain difadvantageoully, and hence, too often puniſhed and ruined 

at the end of the year for failures which a little forbearance would have averted. 

Even thoſe who prove fortunate enough to clear themſelves, are obliged to borrow 

money at Intereſt, to purchaſe the ſame grain at two maund per Rupee for ſowing, 
SES ene, AO carr ance. 

which they * ſor five maunds, | 


Harpy Bailiffs, and drone uſurers 1 of . to the Stock of uſeful la- 


Sour only prey upon it. If it is admitted that the aggregate profits, of laborious 8 


individuals conſtitute the wealth of a Nate; Government muſt undeniably loſe be- 


yond calculation over ſo extenfive a Country yielding only land Revenue. Self. in- 
tereſt therefore coincides with humanity, to corre& a form which i incurs expences 


and creates embarrafiments from the higheſt to the loweſt. 


Perhaps the charaQters and fortunes of Farmers, prohibit an extention of credit, 


that of two months however, does not appear to cauſe infecurity of collections, 


but let me avoid deviating from my province which is * to ſubmit for the diſ- 
cuſſion and determination of my ſuperiors. 


ty: kin? GENTLE ME EN, 
Your moſt che liegt hel fervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Collefter. 


Gya Juby 12, 1788. a 1 5 Th | > 35 | / 4 
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GENTLEMEN, | 
1 AM honored \ith your letter of the 8917 . e 105 „ 


% 1 \ 5 4 * 
pL 3 +>; 4 1 In 3 4 =» 4 4 by. * + # us FS S535 


"The bee Officers i in acl . will at preſent ſerve to demonſtrate 
the meafurement and name of each village, as alſo the former Jummah either by 
old records or copies in the poſſeſſion of the Heirs or Purchaſers which are preſerved 
by them merely as title deeds to receive the N and lands annexed to the 

7 *% : OS: 7 - : | 
Upon our rt acquiſition of the Dewanny, Wee offices were 1 referees but 

upwards of twenty years being now elapſed, rights are aſcertained in the Adaw- 

lut by length of poſſeſſion, no reliance can be placed on any Canongoe Reports 


nor is the office at preſent of wy real ſervice. 


| The Farmers have always entried away the proceedings ſince our Government, 
= #5 ſo that every regulation and order to them during the Patna Council e can "_ be 
| | found i in the Perſian Dufter or in the Ss . | 


+ a2. 


The only mode to remedy theſe abuſes which occurs to me, is to appoint the 
aſſiſtant under each Collector to be in the Character of Company's Attorney to 
W or defend every ſuit; thus a cauſe is regularly proceeded in and finally 
ge either party may appeal, in ſhort "IE ſuch a yoo every right will be gra- 

ts dually 


cn) 


dually an and recorded, but at preſent the Coates OY ſuffer or their 
ſubjeQs, whilſt, the Collector is both Proſecutor and Judge. My ſentiments 
| __ this ita will Mos at 12 8 in iy e with Mr. ont”. 


” . # 7 5 
jo i; s 4 8 # % 2 , 


I hoe written for the aa of FR Canongoe allowance WT: are not yet 
all received, and 1 truſt that this will excuſe my delay. 


1 have the honor to ſubjoin for your peruſal, Tranſlates of orders which were 
adopted by me through neceſſity, to obviate the defect for public offices of record, 
if the Cauzeys were obliged on pain of forfeiting their appointments, monthly to 
tranſmit an abſtraft of their proceedings and theſe preſerved i in the Adawlut, all tranſ- 
aQtions in future would be readily proved, and thus the frauds of antedating, &c. 
eaſily detected. | | | 


* Bc it lake that all orders iſſued to you muſt be copied and delivered to the 
head Canongoes of the Pergunnah under your charge and they on their part muſt 
keep a Book for the inſertion of ſuch orders to recur to when wanted ; let this ſtriftly 
be complied with.“ | 


Tranſlate of a Perwannah to Nerhem Ally Cauzy of Pergunnah Cheynpore. : is 


It is hereby ordered that you be preſent and perform the duties of your office and 
authenticate with your own ſeal every paper, Bill of Sale and writing whatever after 
they are proved by the ſignature of witneſſes; of which particulars you muſt inva- 
riably tranſmit month by month a true abſtraQ inſerting therein the names of the 


parties and date of their engagement. | 
I remain, E NT LE ME N, 


Vour moſt obedient humble Went. 
u ee LAW, Colleftor. 


Gra, the 21ſt April 1787. 17 8 
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FORM of @ CABOULEAT: 


= 


| 1. e 1 1 taken the Fake of as will — in 1 
containing 


Begahs from the commencement of the year 1196 Fuſſily 
at the Jummah of—— Rupees excluſive: of Gung (Market) duties. 


2d. I therefore hereby engage and promiſe im Writing to pay the Revenue 
of the aforeſaid village to the above amount year by year without encreaſe or 
diminution. agreeable to my Cabooleat and account W 


| 1 If 1 one e his claim to- the Zemindary of the aforeſaid village; 
I will annually pay to him or his Heirs Malikana, at the rate of Ten Rupees per 
Cent.on. the Jumma aforeſaid over and. above the rent. to. Government. | 


4th. If at any time expences are incurred by Government for protecting the coun- 
try, and other accounts, I agree to the mi of Taxes in proportion to this Moccur-- 
rery Jumma for paying off thoſe N Ae 
4 1 Provided in tis neightourtiood of the ſaid villages, any diſputes ariſe: 
reſpeRting its boundaries or limits and the extent is leſſened by a decree of the 
Adawlut, I will not claim any deduQtion, but be held reſponſible for all ſuch; 
charges of Law ſuits and litigations, loſſes of ſeaſons and expences of cultivation; Co- 
vernment has nothing to do with theſe circumſtances, the above rent is ſtipulated 
for the w and recoverable: from me or my Heirs, or by the. ſale thereof, 


— 


67b. Whatever engagements in money or kind are mutually entered. into at 
the und of A. year dr 150 ſatisfaction ay the wr mall * 9. with- 
| out 


(8. 


out any Abwabs or Ceſſes; I will colle& ne to the terms which are ſettled 
without en thereon. | | | 


5 71. 1 will faithfully account with Government for all uninheritable property 
mee flying from e and give up all right thereto. 


| 8h. I will pay on my own. account for raiſing 9 and cutting water 
_ courſes at the aforeſaid village, or 12 » with other perſons at another oe when 
it is our mutual n without excuſes. BN 


= If the Honownbls 8 in ene 6s Ruler 1 refuſe to 
confirm this Moccurrery leaſe to my Heirs, I hereby declare this engagement to be 
made forone year only and after that time is; expired, to, be of no validity whatever. 
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FORM 45 a POTTAH. 


— 


92 Whereas 6k village- in Pergunnab— containing : | 
Begahs has been granted- i Farm We Wich beneht of the year 1196, 
Fuſſily at the Jummakh of ——Rupees excluſive of Gunge duties. e 
vim 5 2d. He muſt therefore pay up the Revenue of the aforefaid villages ſettled at 
the above amount year by year without, ARTE: or diminution, OO" to _ 
Cabooleat and S660unt! Kiſtbundee, ' Mann eee A e 
, { 5-0 <InF py A EOS 9 POE | 
1 If any one eſtabliſhes his claim to the Zemindarry of the laid village he 
will annually pay to him and his Heirs Malikana at the rite of Ten penn per 
Cent. on the Jumma WTR over and aboye the rent of Government. | ae 


52 


8 : 44. If 


— 1 — oe ; 4 2 2 - 
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any mevenie thereon. 


(8 ) 


4th. © 1 at any time "expenoes. are ibcurred ys Nen hte ding the 


e ws 


- country and other accounts, he will agree to the raiſing of taxes in proportion. to the 


NN r 2. . t 


reer in; o bots nes. RA 
pay 8 be Y bl 
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TY Provided i in the Ky e of the raid vilage any diſputes ariſe, ies 
ting its boundaries and limits and the extent is leſſened by a decree” of the Adawiut, 


he is, not ta daim apy; deduftion but be held 'reſpopſibles for all ſuch charjes of 


Law ſuits and litigations, loſſes of ſeaſon and expences of cultivation: Govern- 


ment has nothipg to do with theſe circumſtances; the above rent” il MHpated or 
dhe ee is ee Wales n Helg 95 by the ſale thereof. _"_ 


605. Whatever IBS FRET in Te or tab entered into at the 


beginning of the year with the ſatisfaftion of the Ryots, he will adjuſt without any 
Aboawbs or Ceſſes and will collect according to the terms which are ſettled without 


- 


* 
"2 


a} 
\ 


. He will faithfully, accaunt with Government for all inkeriidhts property of 
perſons lan and ng? from the country and give up all rights thereto. 


35 . | oa ty tt 
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Sch. He vill ah gr own.account for pb na nol ads cutting, water. 


courſes at the afareſaid village, or 0 with het perſons at another Melon, when. 
u aba ee bee ihoonexcaſes... hal 


3 OF 096633148 n 4; ib %%% nyc 3 Hit l 
that, If the Honourable n in England: le aan, -QUACH 
approve of perpetuating tis Maccurrery leaſe t9 him and his Heirs, a Moccurrery 


ſunnud ſhall be ;granted. and- authenticated with: the Company's Seal and Signed 


by the, Governor General. in, Council; but in caſerof their not confirming jv is hereby 
ad-after that term is 


declared that the, e 
of no validity whatever.) 


.be be one parte 


rg 


To 


9 
* 


(' 81); 
To 10 H N SHORE, E/. 
18 and, N K the. Board, of Revenus, 


nf l fe "BAT WILLIAM, 
8 E. N T L E M E N, | 
AVAI LING myſelf of the firſt rains to t the ,veſlward dvikon of my diſtri 


to promote the cultivation, I took that opprtunity alſo, to aſcertain the truth of re- 


ports reſpeRing 1 the capital Mart, 7 Daoodnagur,”- and found that many Merchants 5 


had abſconded through the ditraQion and extortion 3 more than a dozen Collectors 
of duties; each heir of the Jaghire having a ſeparate ſervant for his proportion. 


The Government muſt t füffer very much in its internal bowed "ane the dite 
85 . ASIA 177 


# 


Some . appear requiſite tou the internal Gunges in alienated tenures ; 
or they, might be purchaſed . to che advantage « of Government, i in every ſenſe. . 


p 10 5. 11. 


Those markets which are in Nezamut 6 might a at this — be — and 
ſeparated from the farms inſtead of being lumped to the Aumil with his other Re- 
venue; for any alleviation of rates will occaflom a claim” of deduftion—although 


the colteftions may "aflially ciercale?"for it Has been proved chat Cuſtom Houſe 


7 291 : Js; | e (Ro £23 18 2 
an eee ene , wr rl 


- * 
1 3 


Ny arrangement in tir e ee dk 8 3 
baxig and promoting che re ſrt. f Beoparriesnighut any) experices-of Government) 


_ the: eſtabliſhment. being moren than ndefraynd bycaccumnlating receipts and the 


general ſubjeQt appears of ſuch magnitude, that I La. et it will juſtify this intruftbn- * 
| I remain, SIR, 
e eee en Mb it on- mebobe dient tiimble forvany!. 660 


C _— 15 
Gra, July 26, 1788. e To 
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To JOHN SHORE, EV. 
Prearome and rte , the en Rxviixve, 


"8 4 ALAGLY NY PG WILLIAM. n 
\CENTLEMEN,: atk) 
I AM honored with your titer! cha date the 5th Inſtant Sate propoſed 


1 05 


Regulations reſpecling tent! free alienations and Maliconnah lands and requiring n my 
8 of the probable conſeqences, f for the information of his Lordſhip i in C ouncil. 


* 


My correſpondence with Mr. Buſhhy occaſioned me often to reaſon upon his: 


appointment, the wah eee, I il. ſubmit, my Gomes on; fo delicate eſubs 


Jef. 

The reviſion of Sunhuds e mult ways be expenſive, troubleſome < Fs is 
the landholders and i in general unprofitable to Government; no Collector has time, | 
his delegate therefore may terrify, extort money and releaſe eſtates and as. I before 
ventured to ſuggeſt © It appears , unjuſt to moleſt any one in poſſeſſion without the 
5 " appearance of an ixjured party and for this. purpoſe in my letter under date the 


| 23d June 1786 1 recommended that the head aſſiſtant ſhould be proſecutor on the 


part of the Company with a per Centage and the Collector decide the claims in the 
Adawlut from which an appeal lies to either party. The Natives eannot then 
hams Sate of their inability to aſſert their rights, the judge being intereſted in de- 

« priving them of their eſtates and . anxious to avail himſelf of 7085 
- * trivial defect.” bo] N 1 | 


- . 
— E 4 
* 


The affiftant will de aktive ib bends; . from mutual Tatereft but be- 


ALOE $3.4 : l ®* Title deeds, | 
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(85) 
ing unable to determine, he cannot abuſe his truſt and as his proceedings muſt he 
public, he will not diſcredit himſelf by litigious claims ; the holders alſ under good 
Tenure will thus be at eaſe relying upon the fixed Laws ; but when the ſame perſon is 


Judge, Party and Ruler, he may privately work upon the fears of many, and though 
T never knew of the operation of this influence, yet a Government ſhould avoid 


granting ſo dangerous an authority, and this is the obnoxious argument, againſt Bs 


n W d | inn ii „ ot 22 $1316 F096 


nos dennis Tt 8 ien an ab; 
With every 8 for this extraneous Prank I mall now an fulfil your or- 
ders een the ſeparate article, vun... C 
ö bf ; 5 . 5 7 ; 4 , 


5 F 
| | That all grants of rent free lands previ- | PnodjeAionable. | 
ous to the 12th” Auguſt 1763, the date of "wee 7:4 72 5B 
the Dewanny grant, hath ber detined elbe no it Aas ag, 508 hog! 1o ( Ing 
under the following limitation op i on dog, bed 
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ft. That the Grantee actually and bo- M Ditta 4 lol os de rd fo 
na-fide obtained poſſeſſion of the lands fo. 1 
granted, previous to the date preſribey; 252 hilt 2 tnen code Poles ods ul Beg cond 


ad. That the land has not been ſubſe- 2d. Die 
quently reſumed by the Officers or ordes aflls, 


of Covernment. 


"Srons, 00g Te Sn, ety ors: 4, HY ion 
That all grants of land made fince that” | Dr bo rites 
period, by any other authority than that cle. 1 
the Government of the country, and not : 
confirmed == of. Un- 


88 


confirmed "Af them, ſhall by helg, invalid. 


and liable to reſumption. and, anngxation . 
© the rental of; Government, under 1 8 
ae en Neis on and limiau an 


"of. That gi grants under the Gignature of 


7 

— 

— 
a. 
5 
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dhe Chicks of the provincial Coufcils' ane 


Seals of the -Council for rent free lands 


under One Hundred Rupees annual rent, 


$5 4 — I 8 4 I 6 : g i : 4 8 Fo wr 8 
having been authorized by a Regulation o)) 


Government be excepted and reported to 
the Governor General in Council preve- 
ous to "wy rene | 


a 4 8 Sup +> *. S . * L 4: N 7 N 
4 £ X & : ** * Nan i THOSE DAY. 406444 +44 
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mY That where the 720 ſpecify a 
quantity of land not exceeding one hun- 
dred Begahs, one half only of the rents 


thereof realized by the poſſeſſors be reſum- 
ed, but that the whole be declared forfeited. 


and reſumable upon the death of the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſor, after which the rents thereof 
are to be reannexed to the public rental; 


this reſpects all grants, excepting thoſe ſpe . 


cificd in the firſt Regulation and the pre 
ceding limitation. 


ad. That when the grants ſpecify Ty 
quantity of land leſs than ten Begahs and. 


ſuch land is bona fide appropriated to the . 911 121096 
—. ned / maintenance 


ſhould be reſumed or releaſed during the 


preſent incumbent, to avoid vexatious 


and expenſive inveſtigations of the 


erop fox which, Aumeens muſt he depu- 


ted enn All che 
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34. UnobjeQionable. 5 


%% Honor rar; - 5 
el 1 . that. either the whole 


1 


maintenance of Brahmins or other religi- 
_  alortchatitable patpbſes'/it' he not reſum 


4 [i Ks 7? 21 3572 IT TIT; 7 18 3 
ed withont a previous report thereon i 55 MO PYWOgnDd 1051 I 


the Dewanny, where i it has been ſubſequently 
continued to the preſent time, ſhall be held” 5 „ : . 
ol equal validity with any grant under the” 11 14115 C 


with the former regulation of Government 


5 0 
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Truinrd. 


That 40 ſecond Regulations üben nd nde i v4 


Anh e 2304 ese ac ani ods ny 


any regard to the ſecond and third limita- 
tion thereof, ſhall abſolutely and poſſitively | 279 

take place with reſpe& to all grants of rent | 
free lands, made from the commencement: 1 | n 


of the Bengal year 1158 and from 1179 Fo chor nige bieng 01 Wil 


Fufffly year whictrate herein ee Wo e ae Sarees 4. un e un 


* 


* — . I 
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19% 1; - {310 6, 5915927 f 1 
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It: , als; j {09 Alt | 
That poſſeſſion antecedent to the date of 1 humane We or 5 15 ti "i 3p F 
g 22 1815 


ibn '$ 101 

following reſtriction: 1 
: TL BE 

e e £47303 16: beg 


That the poſſeſſor ſhall have complied 


| 2313 nel 


for Regiſtering his Land in conſequence of 
any requiſitions ran nage Top that 


purpoſe. 


* «#4... E * 
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Firn. 3 : TEES 


| That Anmile: Farmers or Officers of. | Thisthould beinſerted in he lan. 
| Government, employed in the collections Punks. eh anni e dete Pe 
diſcovering alienations of Land ſhall upon 8 e a3 io 


their reannexation to the public rental, be 
entitled to the Revenue thereof, for the 5 | 
year in which it is made or the preportte n 1 
of the rents for that your of 2 La. unex- 

. 


Stern. ECC 

That to guard againſt collufons on . A proper Penalty, hut one - half ſhould 

part of che Aumils, Farmers and Officers 2s given to the informer as it * 

- in conſequence of the notifications of the ens the dread of diſcovery. | | 

„„ Regulation which may be pervert- e Fl z „ 

ed to an inſtrument of oppreſſion with- | GY no, 

out advantage to the Government, it be de. 
chared, that if any Aumil ſhall enter into. 
a compromiſe with any holder of alienated 
Lands for concealing the Tenure, he mall 

for any conſideration received by him, as. 
a compromiſe, forfeit three times he amount 
and the Collectors are to be a 1978 to 


enforce this reſolution. 


SEVENTH. „ | 
That nothing herein ſaid be underſtood © UnobjeQtionable. 
to authorize in future the ſucceſſion of any 
N ern to rent free-lands although poſſeſſed 162} . 
before 85 2 > "The 


0 0 


before 14 date of the Dewanny, unleſs the 4 Cf : : 
grant hereof ſhall expreſs the "deſcent 4 i WHEL TRY: 116; 
| ſuch lands by inheritance. The fame 8 of 
rule is to apply to poſſeſſions acquired be- 
fore the Dewanny, not founded upon any 's 
ſunnud or grant. But theſe caſes are ts nt e 
be ſubject to the following limitation that ' VV 
where one or more ſucceſſions may have | | Elling 
taken place before the date of the Dewan- | 
ny, no reſumption upon the demiſe of the | 
poſſeſſor ſhall take place, without the autho- tts DReIp Of 54177 
rity of the Governor General in Council OI oY et 08 
to whom notice of ſuch an event is imme- MY e Ebb e oo e sn ved 
diately t to ng communicated. HY iN e ahh ery. 
| | TS; | MU 46% 26 CMB Got Ft6 3 N 
ErcHT. F | The Grantee ſhould be jointly un- 


Farmers, Aumils, Zemindars or others ſwerable, for an indigent Zemindar will 
altenating lands without the ſanction of riſque the penalty for a ſmall ready 
Government previouſly obtained, ſhall for- ſum'andthe fraudulent receiver who is 


feit Five Rupees nen Begah foalie- equally culpable eſcape. Moreover 
nate. | perſons will be deterred from colluſive - 


refunding with loſs. 


eee ee b ee TT 23 tg 
The above regulations are not to affe e VETO I 
any grants made or. confirmed by the Unobjectionehle. 
Superintendant of the Bazai Zemin inn 
1 in virtue of the powers veſted in 21 #5 BONN yin; 411 e 0/0191 
. 1 him 5 CCC 


M 


ly purchaſing what he is in danger af 


tag tee „„ 
4 


= 
_ Lint — 


of (9 ) 
him nor the ſpecific regulations laid down DE ge 
for Jaghiers, Altumga and Muddet Maſk | 1 . | 
in Bahar. | | | 


© ©, The following regulations regarding 
| Malikonnah lands, relate excluſively to the 
Scubah of Behar in which alone this tenure 


FI RS r. „ | 5 
That no grants for Maliconnah dined Wal |. UnobjeQtionable. 
be deemed valid, excepting ſuch as my 
have been made or confirmed by the Su- FEES: HE Et 
preme Authority of the country ; that is, GE TR 
the Governor General and Council, _ me * 


A: 


3 \Sxcpnr. | 
That any Aumil, Zemindar or others 1 ne to 5 inform- 


in future making grants of Malconnah lands er for reaſons above, band: 


mall forfeit Five * for Lowe _ 
ſo granted. 


. Talxp. | - | 

That when a ſettlement is included with UnobjeQtionable. 

any Zemindar for. the rents of his Zemin- 

darry, it is to be underſtood as made for the 

whole Zemindarry, upon fair and equitable 

terms, without any ſpecification or diſtinQi- | 2 : 

on of Malconnah. ãß ny | LG 'Ub- 


(68990 : 


| Four. 25 | | 
| The Zemindars, not having the mana ge- * UnobjeQtionable. 
ment of their own lands are, as at preſent, | | 
agreeable to the conſtitution of the Soubah, 
1 to receive an Allowance of Ten per Cent. 
5 : Malconnah on the n net A of tbe Ze- 
a 4 TE mindarry. , 


I n pede to your queſtions, Gentlemen, reſpecting che quantity of land recoverable, 
J muſt acknowledge my inability to form an eſtimate; alſo of the probable amount 
of the alienations a UP, by the limitations 1 in the Second General Article. 


In England the maxim is admitted that oe Non is a 4 goed title till a 1 8 one . 
proved elſe, all OY _ be lo of by inveſtigation o 6 titles. 


'm* The Natives cannot. pretend an objeQion' to Government's recovery of its rights 1 
by legal proceſs and I am convinced, that whilſt more is obtained by ent and | 
formal reſumption, the rules will be moſt gratefully received.- 
ee Re” TR remain, GENTLEMEN, 
| x] 7 - Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Gya, September-25, 178868. THOMAS LAW, Colleftor. 
= © 


To WILLIAM COWPER 00 is 
AcrtinG PRESIDENT and MuskRs of the BoaRD of REVENUE. 
: 1 Foxr WILLIAM, | 
GENTLEMEN, 
I AM honored with your letter of the 20th ultimo. 


I - 2 / 


(792) 


1ſt. In reſpe& to new taxes, the Zemindars and Farmers cannot have impoſed 
any, as I ſhould not fail to have a complaint immediately, which would be redreſſed 
by damages againſt the Farmer, one or two inſtances at firſt occurred, but when the 0 
Farmers found, that for the extortion of one * My, 2 dauhle. they n 


| deſiſted. 


_ edly. In reſpe& to the oppreſſions of Farmers I was at firſt embarraſſed, for every 
innovation of predeceſſors was pleaded as a Cuſtom and the engagements between 


upper and under Renters, were drawn out fo a eh that ane pleas v were 
E urged for i) extortion. | | | 2227 | 


I had the honor to addrcfs AY under date the 31ſt Auguſt 1785 upon this ſubject 
and permit me to encloſe a Copy as explanatory of the meaſures adopted, to remedy 
the foregoing evils. Every thing now being ſimplified, oppreſſion is eaſily detected 
and puniſhed a few examples fufficed, and parties became attentive to engagements 
when they could not infringe what they had ſigned. In this confidence the. Tenants 
cultivate with induſtry and pay punctually. The Aumils alſo, ſeeing an improving 
Country will not riſk the loſs of it by with holding their Kiſts.—(Inſtalments.) 
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q In conformity to your orders, I have immediately replied to the fitſt part, and I 5 

1 - will hereafter fulfil your inftruQtions upon the other points of your letter. : 
Your 1 dbidient humble FAY ole 


— 


THOMAS . Colletor. ; 


ET ea en T9 ——ä—ꝓW4̃ 5s" ati, ere Ange. EG e—a—_— 
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Gra, the 7th March 1787. | 


. To 


* 


— 


0 980 „ 5M 


. SAMUEL. CHARTERS,” %. 
resse and MEMBERS n CALCUTTA dap p 4 REVENUE. | 


"GENTLEMEN, td a a AR a A 
RAJA MITTERJEET SING, PTE claim for lands embezzled 
by Ram Sewuck, I ſummoned the defendant and have the honor to ſubmit my proceed- : 
ings in the cauſe for your definitive orders, This example, will I truſt meet with 
your approbation, more particularly at this period, when the R is no N 
deemed a temporary conqueſt, but a wn tenure. ; 


The ee 2 i Adawluts have eſtabliſhed the 433 inf individuals, and given a 
confidence which muſt raiſe the value of land and tend to its improvement, but tho 
the proceſs of theſe courts has been particulariſed in the General Regulations, hitherto 
no rules nens been drawn, to define the mode of inveſtigating Revenue diſputes. 


„ per a Chief or Colle gls afts in the double capacity of e of the Revenues, | 
and decider of differences, he ſhould be required to keep ſeparate ſets of Baoks for 
each department. One for judicial proceedings in Revenue matters, and the others for 

| receipts and diſburſements and public correſpondence ; having ventured to recommend | 
this rule, I requeſt to be excuſed e N a we 47 W which e 
occurred to me as ſalutary. 1 50 . 


— 


5 | " ot. A. Fan or Farmer renewing his appointment "OM Government, if 

v4; he delegates it to another i in the Mofuſſil, ſhould give him a written authority, and a 

5 Mocurrerydar or Farmer ſo delegating his power, ſhould not have the ſame power 
alſo exiſting at the ſame time in himſelf, to ſend Mohuſſils with Duſtucks.on the under 
Farmers or N His power ſhould be ſolely over his 88 een Agent's 
continuance. 


N. B. At this period Mr. Shore's revenue regulations were not formed. 


The 


The ſame rale alſo ſhould be obſerved in caſe of a Mocurrerydar farming out his 


lands to another, for the moſt intricate Revenue diſputes ariſe by the mocurrerydars ER 


interfering in the collections at the ſame time that he has farmed them to another, 
being induced thereto either thro a defire of ſhewing his power, or of extorting a little 
more than his e by Nuzzurs from the ne. N 


24. No heated or Farmer SOON ny Ducks upen the under Farmer until | 
the period for payment of his Kiſts is expired and by no means before it is due, as his au- 
thority is thus annihilated and he his prevented from collecting his Rents in due 
ſeaſon from the under Tenants, Ryotts, and others in compar preg] who hold lands 


under T 


gd. One Mohuffl ſhould be firſt ſent, and on non-payment of the Kift after being thus 
demanded the defaulter ſhould be confined, or his property diſtrained but the multi- 
plication of Mohuffils ſhould be totally prohibited ; the Farmers collections whereby he 
might liquidate his arrears when thus under reſtraint are all abſorbed in Tullubaneh. 
An Aumil makes the Article of Tullubaneh a certain part of his advantage, and 
when one Mohuſſil is actually ſent, the number of ſix or more is inſerted in the 
. Duſtuck, and the diſtreſſed under Renter obliged to pay this wy ceſs or r otherviſe 

his property is ſold nee by little as it becomes due. «Sb; 


It need not be obſerved, that the inhabitants from ſuch treatment where they 
found that compatts were not infringed, would readily give Caboolyats and as they 
improved cultivation chearfully acquieſce in a proportionable increaſe, ſeeing their 
advantage thereby. - On the preſent plan engagements are ſcarce meant to 15 5 
by, even at the moment of being entered into. | 265 Fa 


'A petty Farmer knows that a Caboolyat | is a mere inducement for him to cul- 


- tivate, 


* 


: attended with beneficial conſequences, 


4 


tivate, and that aka his grain is ripe additional cefſes will be deci laid upon 


him. The petty farmer therefore being aware of the artifice and reſolved to elude 
it gives a Caboolyat, and agrees afterwards to the ceſs, but when he has cut his 
corn down, to avoid the impending conſequences he removes with as; much as he 
can to an ather Pergunnah and there next year practices a ſimilar condułt. 

This, though not univerfally, is I fear, too generally the caſe in theſe days. The 
progreſs of this ſubject naturally brings me, to ſubmit it to your conſideration, 
whether ſome form for engagements alſo might not oa oped. with ſucceſs, and 


prove of great datentsgze n the ndr 0 fr2 Bee e ene 


* 


47h All Caboolyats md Kiſtbundies a are opted to be atteſledby the 88 and 8 | 
nongoes: this order is not however adhered to or rendered futile by 55 the Aumils 


EIS EES 


and previleges, whenever they refuſe t to ſerve their 2 purpoſe. 


. 


"6 The "Aj ſhould give e receipts pay fail, ow the kits as they 6 are __ 
under his Seal and ſignature, and by no means evade it on account of pretended 
deduftions, account of + ullubaneh or other pretence; as. all diſputes and claims of 


deduQiions ſhould be ſettled at the end of the year and a general diſcharge given by 
the Aumil. „„%%ͤ;%ë i 


The following 1 of 3 1 bien great confidence aud vil be 


: F 75 * 


Notice is 1 Sn, mba as Ryots complain of the Aumils taking Abwabs 


or ceſſes over and above their engagements the amount of which are indeterminate, 


and diſputes and references to Government ariſe therefrom, prejudicial to the Revenues 


and ans the Aumils infert in their engagements, the words A3wab Mamooty ” 


Coe | „5 6 


(96). 

cuſtomary ceſſes which are not explicit, the Ryots not knowing what payments are 
WW "_ 5 ri Eos ———_— ee 
ing renters. % fark, | i brave. args bag Get tech 


- 


oe „This is to give notice, that if from the commencement of the year 1193 Fuſfily 
any Aumil or Zemindar ſhall rent a Farm or Teka, to any individual whomſoever, he | 
muſt inſert in the engagements, a ſtatement of the ceſſes and whatever is to be paid _ 
in the courſe of the year, and the word Mamooly (or cuſtomary) which i is quite vas | 
gue, muſt not be ever inſerted, whoever upon proof, ſhall be found to have deviated 
from this ordinance will only be entuled to. the Mal or n and not 
£ to any Abe or Ceſſes. | | 


" . 
x 
n : J& 7 . 
: i 4 3 


OG boch July eb n eh ruſith It Naving been Bu iBed by Ra- 
jah Mitteerjet Sing that the Tickadars and Ryots in Pergunnah Sunout have diſputes 
about accounts in which the latter prove conſiderable ſufferers, Notice is hereby giv- 
en, that a receipt ſhall be given to the Teekadars “ for every individual payment- n 
ſpecifying the date with Seal and fignature of the Rajah affixed thereto and that the 

| Teckadars ſhall give to the inferior Ryots a Hujeet (or Paper inſerting the daily 
payment) with the date; If it ſhall hereafter be proved, that a Ryot has paid ready: . 
money, and that the farmers have refuſed upon demand, to inſert it in the Hu- 
Jeet the ſaid farmer ſhall be ſubjett to a penalty of 100 Rupees payable to the 
Ryot. Given this 18th Auguſt 178; or 7th Sawon 1192 Fuſſily. It having appeared 1 
that certain Teekadars take from the Ryots more than the fixed proportion of 
: Twenty-two and half ſeer in Forty under pleas * charges which occaſions the diſ- 
tre ſs 6 of the en. EG 


N 0 . 
4 b X 4 . oÞ 

- * 1 8 % * © - . 4 r : 4 
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Notice is hereby given, that no Teekadars or Zemindar muſt take more than the 


e 


Tenants, 


(5 ) 


quantity preſcribed be Selben and in default thereof, mall pay a phy of 
twice the ſum to the Ryots alvrefad. Given the 0 of Sawon 1 906 1 4 2 


— 


1 3 5 EN. N , 
By COR = | Your molt obedient humble ſervant, bs 


THOMAS LAW, Colletter: 


Gra, Auguſt 31, 1786. 


EXTRACTS from the WORKS Us MONTESQUIEU. 


WHEN the ſavages of Loblflahar are ae pe o fruit, FE cut Zig the tree, 
and then gather the fruit“. This is an emblem of deſpotic Government. 


Of all deſpotic Governments there is none that labours more under its own weight 


than that wherein the Prince declares himſelf Proprietor of all the lands, and heir to all 


bis ſubjects. Hence the neglett of agriculture ariſes ; and if the prince intermeddles 


likewiſe in trade, all manner of induſtry is ruined. 


Under this fort of Government nothing 1s repaired or improved f. Houſes are built only 
for the neceſſity of habitation : there is no digging of ditches, or planting of trees: 
every thing is drawn from, but nothing reſtored to, the earth: the ground lies 

- untilled, and the whole Country becomes e deſert 


Poverty 5 the < precarioulaeſs, of property, in a deſpotic ſtate, render uſury 


_— 4 4 


+ See Recuut, ſtate of the Ottoman kene. ?. N 


a Kahler eters 33 co f. 55 
N 5 5 natural, 


% Ye hl 


natural, each Pa . the value of his money in proportion to ths danger he 


ſees in lending it. Miſery therefore, pours in from all parts into thoſe. unhappy | 


Countries ; they are bereft of nya Wing. even of the reſource of borrowing. 


— 


7 


The i revenues are a 2 chat each b ſubje gives of his property, i in | order 
to ſ Ecure or enjoy the remainder. | 


WER diele Revenues i in a proper manner, regard ſhould ho had both to the 


neceſſities of the tate and to thoſe of the ſubje dt. The real wants 20 the People ug bt 


ne ver to oy why to the i an tit wants 2 the 3 


LOA te 1-5 4 N l Ne 2 2 . bs £2 ZE JEL Ps Tx Was e ra 9s be ites 4 en eee 


Nothing r requires 1 more wiſdom and prudence than the regulation of tant 3 
of which the ſubje& is deprived, and that which he is ſuffered to retain. 


The public revenues ſhould not be meaſured by the peoples abilities to give, but 


by what they ought to give; and, if they are meaſured by a abilities to give, it 
ſhould be a ancient what ts are able to * for a „ | | 


The effect of wealth in a country is to n every heart with ambition: that 


of poverty is to give birth to difpair. The my is excited by labour : oy latter 


is ſoothed by indolence. | Hows e ee v6: 1350 


Nature i is juſt to all mankind, wa) repays them for FAY. induſtry : She renders 
them induſtrious by annexing rewards in proportion to their labour. But, if an 


| arbitrary prince ſhould attempt to deprive people of natures bounty they would fall 5 
into a diſteliſh &f wy Be ; and then indolence and n muſt be their _ 5 . 


FEW: HR. et 5 


e $ee; 40 not pay enough, the miſchief is not ſo great; their convenience and 


care "turn always to the public advantage : if ſome private people pay tas much,.. their 


5 . 
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* 


ruin e to as public. . Fr the Com proportions its fortune 10 that 

97 individuals, the care and conveniency of the latter will ſoon make its fortune 1 iſe. The . 
whole depends upon 4 critical. moment: ſhall the State begin. with, improveriſhing the | 
1775 1% Ant fol, or ee it better mer to be i cxriched & its e e 5 Fi it more. 


89 11 


3} * ; 5 1 175 3 
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to ha," or to end, with Hula ? 


The duties falt leaf by the people are da 8 on 22 hea they are not 4 
manded of them in form. | 


- 


Taxes ought to be very light in deſpotic Governments ; otherwiſe who would be | 73 


at the trouble of tilling the land? Beſides, how is it poſſible to pay heavy duties 


in a Government that makes no manner of returns to the different contributions of 


the Subject? : 


The exorbitant power of the Prince, and the extreme depreſſion of the people, 
requires that there ſhould not be evan a pellibility of ti leaſt miſtake between them. 
The taues ought to be ſo eaſy to collell, and fo clearly ſettled, as to leave no opportunity 8 | 
the Collectors to e or Aimin 20 them: | 


It is a general rule that taxes may be heavier in proportion to the liberty of the | 
ſubjeQ, and that there is a neceſſity for reducing them in proportion to the encreaſe 
of ſlavery. This has always been and always will be the caſe. It is a rule derived 


from nature that never varies. 


- 
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. In ſome monarchies in Europe there are particular Provinces, which, from che 
very nature of their civil Government, are in a more flouriſhing condition than 
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the reſt, * pretended chat ele Prodincks af nr hulelentiy kae becauſe a | a 
through the goodneſs of their Government, they are able to be taxed higher: 
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ABSTRACT of Mr. LAW's. PLAN; aer m the 
foregoing Papers; arra nged under the ; following pr opofitions for 


"the fake of berſpicuity,” and extra CLE ed fron . b Srl by 


d 1 2 ef 


Plan, 91. H. HARINGTON. | 11 0 
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| 5 | 3 erm rnb JEW * . 4 
, . Principles of 2 50 
f r | 
at "TH THAT the Land Revenue on the whole the Se $ territorial Po. 
i | ſeſſions in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, (excluſive of Lands exempted from the pay⸗ 
| 
| ment of the public Revenue, and trafts of waſte land not annexed to any exiſting 
Villages) be fixed, once for ever, ſubje& only to a proportionate general addition 
1 li er 
f . ine n requires oy the exigencies of Government. 5 N 3 
1 x | 140 eriiver en Bogle [ar doolsT mo waebnimsX * 
i | | 110413 ; 1 vie 92: * © 277 
of 2d. That each Villaze, pon Hog of be lands AED cep incluſive of 
\ r lands reſumed, be aſſeſſed at a determinate ſum, ſubjet to no variation, 
df either by increaſe or decreaſe, wage 2 circumſtances whatever except a relignati. 
'4 | 4. n „ Pre innen ©2334 | 
on'of the land. k 
4 37 $ *44 #4 42F 
? . . * 
: 3d. That if the Village be ſubdivided by transfer of property a proportion of the 
* 
| Aſſeſſment be equitably allotted on each diviſion, and thence-ftirenrd collected ſe- 
| parately, provided the transfer be Nen We without which, it is of no 
> 1 * * 
þ Ke | | RD 9 
| : ; . 1 - Tow EET A 
5 | * 3 ix as be n eie FI Is e A i 
1 | | 1 That waſte lands, not ad to any exiſting Villages, remain for future 
| | aſſeſſment till increaſed» wealth-and: population create propoſals for the Revenue of 
| them, to be then een the principles adopted for the eultivated lands. 
0 f 80]. That 
78 
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Stn. That Market and Gunge duties be not conſolidated with the land Revenue, 


| but collected ur by the officers of Government, CU WI dl G08 
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Be, 


6. That an-inheritable property and  eſcheas be account for T the üb 
bolders independently of their fixed tax. — 


- 
— 


( a F2 E 22 


. Node of Aﬀeſment. 


| ue THAT the 18 Aﬀeſſnent be increaſed or reduced according to. the 
hi of the lands, + 855 OL th 215 
/ "a. That i in large . che 8 apportion the Revenue of the | 
ſeveral Villages within his Zemindarry, (excluſive of thoſe belonging to Subordinate: | * 
Zemindars or Talookdars, ) ſubjeR to a reviſion of the rent-roll by the ColleRor, who. 

may reQify, any grand. errors e of Aſſeſſmn tr. „ 


* 


ad. That the 3 of ' Villages r not included-i in 5 . and of 
| Subordinate Zemindarries and. Talookdarries, included therein, be fixed by Go- 
vernments.. 


So. 
* 
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8 rad mot 31H7-pebite! a 
Mode of Colle Neftion. ets 
wh THAT the Land-holder Pay bis fixed inſtalment: at an ROO eb. 


* * r- top 1 
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24. That in carb 8 a ene CG Tekilvak. 
dar > OF ue Perus iburer 10 Soba + Revenuc:of tuo or ihres. Lacks of Rupees. | 


+&dT Ng | Wt 84. That 


r * 


( 1095 Y 
* 247 That an allowance of two per: Cent! * made fer the Tehſeeldar- and 


127 


Kis Eſtabliſhment. 


4th. That: hereafter a.Land-holder be obliged to take the rea kia 8 duty at; 


a leſs allowance. e IE 


- 


5ʃb. Thai in large Tei däfrier the Zemindar's s native Agents f. in "the numerous 
; diviſions thereof be nominated Tehſceldars with the allowance of two per Cent. 
and, in addition to the Zemindar's buſineſs, be required to tranſmit a monthly 


fatement to o the Collector, who i is to receive the Revenue from the Zemindar. 


111 


Mp £315 2] 4 Ti 


6th. That the 1 be peid by 'inftalments 3 bn two e months, 


iT x 


inſtead of monthly as at preſent. 1 . 


jth. That de Canoongo Office be aboliſhed. s. 


Recovery o - Arrears. ET =O 


44 
" 
1 1 
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a THAT if the Laphads: fait to-pay his fixed Mane een iue at 
bis coſt and damage to diſtrain his perſonal. property, for the amount due. ? 


+3 "I EFEFTN 1 > 
nini 
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2d. That if the inſtalment fixed on lands belonging to more than one Proprietor 


be not diſcharged, and no regiſtered diviſon ſhall have On 7 taken ws 


the mmm de i 21195 2 at phos! 
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34. That if the 38 property be 8 to liquidare the arrcars, the 


hole Village @, if ſubdiniurd, ile rchigered eee dien the 


511 100 148 


— 2 Tn I NEITR r 2/ 8 : 


arrear 


(7 10% 5 : 
. errcar may bo due, be prbliekly ſold, unleſs privately dipoſed of to make ene the 
arrcar; in either caſe lane d to the ſixcd tax. 8 | 
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"Rakes of letter, MO A 


N. THAT where there are Proprietors of villages they.. be confirmed in 
the poſſeſſion of them on condition of paying the fixed tax; but, if they refuſe 


= £1 


Pug we + 
* 


* 


acceding to the terme propoſed, that they be. excluded from al management, and 
right of property. in ſuture, receiving a fixed allowance of ten per. Cent: on the 
Revenue payable. 10 "Government; and that their lands be conferred on creditable 
men undes to this allowance 1 in e ee to the fixed tax. 
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2d. That where there is no Proprietor, the village be conſtituted private proper- | 


ty, and conferred in like manner on men ya 4 e liable under all circum- 


. 
* 5 PER > ws 2 , ke LS #: . 


ſtances to the fixed tax. 


30. That a array of three months or more, be limited 25 5 notice 


* 


| given for the WHY with an 2 n that 14 any one eſtabliſhes his claim 
to the property of the village, the grantee will annually pay to bim and his heirs an 
allowance of Ten per Cent on the 2 Alen ment. in addition to the Revenue of 


Government. s 
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N That if propoſals be hereafter; tendered: for, ths Revd of the Waſtes 
landed not annexed to the exiſting; villages, the Proprietors have the option of 
engaging for them, or receiving the fixed allowance of ten per Cent. 


ae 2 1 755 7 + oF 12 


ri 


8 ; "+ 5 7 70 + F 
3517 : ile HPP TREAT © C 


| Ed "Ree % 
- Ci. 1 


SY Ther bee Zendlataci uns Wees mee . of Juſtice 


appoint 


a 


and ceſſes added thereto by the Zemindars, the Af Jumma, or original 


land eta held 15 the Ryot, conſidered. as a virtual e 


in the publicly Cutchery, or Colle or Court. eee eee £72 1507 


( 205 ) 
appoint the neareſt py belt conneddion guardian, to give in annual accounts for 
the en, ff 5 466 


6%. That tenures for parcels of ground which, by preſcriptive tx, have 
W paid the ſame rent, be confirmed as Copy-holds i in Tage. 3 | 3 | 


7th. That where an . has bebe fixed © on the 45 poſſeſſed by the Ryor 


aſſeſſment, and the ſubſequent ceſſes, be united, and form the rent of the quantity of 


8b. That ſettled Ryots be exempted om any | impoſition of 1 or bee 
5 if not before paid, or from all increaſe on whas may bays been paid, by 


them heretofore. 


„ 


— 


th. That if any tenants hold * preſcriptive rele, 90 Teveral Courts ſecure 
them therein if invaded. © Fo RL) e | ; 


" 20th, That mids the above limitations, the Proprietor allot his alle linens in in 5 
beſt mode for himſelf; but under obligation, ſpecified in the grant, that whatever, 
engagements in money or kind are mutually entered into at the beginning 0 
the year, with the ſatisfaQtion of the Ryots, he will adjuſt the ſame without any Ab- | 
waubs or ceſſes; ; and collect according to the terms ſettled withour any increaſe | 
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General Rules of Civil e, i ah 


if. THAT r no Sales or transfers be deemed valid, but ſuch as are regiters 


0 2d. That 


7 
— ; * þ w! 


: | 8 106 5 
i Thatabe- Regiſter be kept in Engliſſ and Perfian, 1 the former: by the Cot. 
leQor's afliſtant, and a fixed fee paid en. f 


gd. That e be e 10 all Bills of eo deeds of transfer. 


4th. That occupancy be deemed @yalid title till better is ſhewn and any diſpoſ.. iy 


ſeſſor be fined, and the diſpoſſeſſed reſtored, merely upon right of occupancy; 
without any neceſſity io Ager other Tide. V | 3 
sth. That as Charity cannot be ſolely relied upon in times of ſcarcity to relieve 
diſtreſs, Parents be permitted to part with their Children as ſlaves, but as their na- 
tural right ceaſes upon | ne Fg: 8 n! at maturip. al at chat period be emanci⸗ 


4 "OE TR "SE © „ 9 4 
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Additions and Alterations by Mr. Law. 


WHERE Zeminders hold Nankar or Moſhaira, ſpots alienated for maintenance, 
that theſe tenures be reunited to the Revenue lands ; ; and that the Jumma or total 
quit rent be apportioned: upon the whole eſtate ; thus the Revenue villages, perhaps 
over burthened by farmers, may be elleviated and thus greater land ecurity ; is 4 
3 the we F Rill pays gh the fone Tos © to Guvernmett. e 


6 1 ü | 5 | 055: 
That Government proſecute all claims of reſumption in the Adawlut and upon. 


regaining alienated Eſtates that chey bes aſſeſſed village by village with a Mocurrery 
quit- rent and annexed to the Rent-roll of each Pergunnah. Thus thoſe legally 


ed will not be diſturbed by arbltrary inveſtigations. © —* * 


* ** 5 e „ N . 
B81 218 et. ied biz bomond od inledgn) 10 wntgd ON LASLL 
24 * af 


TY That the Nizamut Adawlut be annuſled, and that only one Judicial. Court: 
=. | 9 | N. B. The 


12 


( 107 ) 
N. B. The rules and forms &c. for this alteration being beyond the colegor, 


Province are not ee 


That the Government give printed Pottahs or Grants in Mocurrery for every 
diſtinet Village, and preſerve an original Rent-roll as a check upon the others, and 
as an authentic record to the Court of Appeals at the Preſidency. 


That all expence of aloha as Writs, &c. be paid by ins Plaintiff, and not 
by the Defendant, till he be caſt with colts of ſuit. | 


That ſhould calamities happen in any village to render it inadequate to paymem 
of the determinate quit- rent the Proprietor may reſign it; but cannot claim a de- 
_ duction under any plea, it being ſolely at Cree _—_ to reltore his Mocur- 
xery with a lowered Aſſeſſment. | | a 
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FO HN 8 H R E E. 
PRESIDENT = wy MEMBERS of the BOARD of REVENUE, 


GENTLEMEN, 
THOUGH the Mocurrery Plan I had the honor to ſubmit to you beſtows an 


| option of alternatives, both peculiarly advantageous to a claſs of ſubjeQs heretofore 
deprived almoſt of the Shadow of their Rights, yet perhaps, the perpetual excluſion 15 


of thoſe Zemindars who reje& the Quit-rent from doubt and inconſiderateneſs 


may appear rather hard, with a thoughtful ſolicitude, therefore to benefit them if ; 
poſlible, ſtill farther, I am induced to ſuggeſt a Regulation, that the Mocurrerydar 


be required to give a preference of Purchaſe by one months notice, to the perſon 
receiving Maliconneh previous to diſpoſal of his Quit-rent Eſtate, and if this be 
rejected i Ic ſhould for ever limit the Zemindar's title to the fixed One-tenth. | 


It further occurs to me, that ſhould the poſſeſſor of a Zemindarry receive a 


Mocurrery, whilſt another's claim - for the eſtate is pending in the Dewanny 


Adaulut, and if the proſecutor obtain Judgement, the Court ſhould award to him 
the property in the ſoil and the Mocurrery alſo, as the Incumbent obtained that 


tenure in virtue of his temporary occupancy. 


How far the propoſed condition of preference to the Zemindar may depreciate 
the value of ſuch Mocurrerys by clogging them with a clauſe productive of poſſible 
litigation, may perhaps merit ſome conſideration ; although in all probability, but 
very few indeed will refuſe the Quit-rent, and although the circumſtance can never 
again occur yet the idea of an alleviation having preſented itſelf, I could not for- 


bear to communicate it. | 
I remain, GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS LAW. 


Gra, May 6, 1789. 
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JOHN SHORE, EG. 


Phekibins and Mzusgxs of the Board of Revenue, 
ForT WILLIAM. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE now the honor, to tranſmit a Statement. of the Gunges, and- other 


Articles, which compoſe the Sayr ColleQions, together with the Liſt of Penſioners, 
and Native Officers, that they may be annexed to 28 Rent · roll, of their reſpective 


Pergunnahs. 3 - 


I have ventured to bend my temporary inſtructions, to the various heads of 


; 1 for the guidance of the Tehſeeldars, and with difference, ſolicit your 
attention to them, that the n may be confirmed, and the erroneous corretted. 5 


77 


Should the new Gunges, eſtabliſhing i in Nurhut Samoy, appear 8 fituated, - 
they will be added to the liſt, and on every future occaſion, I ſhall wait your 


lanction. 


1 is 8 pleaſure, I can | afſure you, Gentlemen, that the Sayr Collections will | 


much exceed theſe Eſtimates, and that a general ſpirit of internal traffic, is already 


excited, which will render them, an increaſing fund to Government. The average 


rate of duties does not exceed, Two per Cent. If therefore it was fixed, at this one 


rate, upon eſtabliſhed prices of Goods, it would be a very moderate exciſe aſſeſſment. 


The Merchants could preciſely reckon the amount upon their goods, and the 
exciſeman officers ſimply colle&, whereas at preſent, all is ſo confuſed, and undeter- 


minate, that the Intellects of the Darogis are perplexed to calculate, whilſt the 


Sellers and Purchaſers are reciprocally harafſed, and Government expoſed to un- 


deteQable embezzlements. Tt would be alſo an eafy meaſure, now, to Nlandardiſe | 
the weights, though all we ns under the ColleQor's ſawp. | 


Permit 


*r „„ 


— 


r 
3 


2d September, as follows : 


Hence it is evident that much 7 3 0 a by debiting Go- | | 
yernment fot fallaciqus refunding, or by a refuſal to the Merchant, indeed theſe 
objeftions are applicable to all inland . and can ſcarce be remedied. 


5 „ Fo 411) 
Permit me to obſerve that the Patna town duties amount to Two and Half 


per Cent. which if added to the Gunge duties will I fear be too burthenſome, my 
ſentiments upon this ſubjeR, I bad the hongr,, Toxin ſubmit. under date the 


5 * 5 * - 

TY | # x: | n - 
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25 © PRESIDENT and Mrlsrns * the Bonn ”_ Revexus, . 


7 F o Wär Lia. D 


GENTLEMEN, Fn Os IE 
' PURSUANT to yours Orders under date 1ſt Auguſt I went into Patna and 


| received charge of the Gunges under Mr. Revell, which upon an average of threr 
years have Ms excluſive or charges. collections the ſum of 24, 482- 6-9 Rupees. | . 


Upon inveſtigating the various duties, I 11 many of them conſiſt of 'yexations 


articles, which induced me to give the > ſubjeft much conſideration.” 


| . 4 © | | | ; : 5 * wo apy 4 | 
Whatever Grain, 1 and Vegetables, Beetle, &c. are imported, muſt 


firſt pay the Gunge duty, if not ſold, if reloaded, the Merchant muſt have repayment 
| of the duty, « or a draw back, 2252 the part which | he may carry elſeyhere. 


It occurs to me that a ſmall commutation Tax on the Houſes at Panta and Ban- 
kipore would realize a ſurer and ſimpler Revenue, prove ultimately more agreeable _ 


to all the Natives, now. liable to Toon: s ſearches, and relieve the trade n. num- 


berleſs PT 2 


. 


4 
5 | 
- A | 
5 . 4 
* x ö a g 
* 


5 „ 
A common houſe might pay Four Annas per Quarter, or One Rupee per Annum, 
an upper - roomed, Two Rupees per Annum, and a Pucka Houſe, Four Rupees pen 


Annum, or ſo much per Cottah occupied by each houſe. 


This I calculate would accumulate to between go, ooo and 80,000 Rupees, and 
with your permiſſion, I would for the preſent expend the amount above the average 
of Gunge duties, Jointly with the Judge of Patna, and Commercial Reſident, upon 
Tepairs of Public Gauts, &c, as the city has not received attention ſince our Ga- 


— 


vernment. 


By this means the population will be aſcertained; the Wards and Mohullas diſtin- 
guiſhed ; andthe Police eaſier regulated. 

Should not this be honored with your approbation, I will ſubmit to you a modi- 
fication of the duties, and my ſentiments upon the beſt mode of collecting them 


whether Amauny or Farm. 
Iam, GENTLEMEN 
With reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS LA W, Collector. 


GY A, September 2, 1788.. x 
An Additional Tax may, ſubſequently be put upon Tobacco, Red Lead, or other 


Luxuries, but at firſt; one general rate appears to me, a requiſite meaſure. 


Ir is evident that the late enlightened Cuſtom Houſe arrangements muſt continue 
futile, until acceſs to the Rivers is unobſtructed. To the Natives theſe ſimplifica- 


tion give a glimpſe of accelerating circulation, and procure the admiration of 


= 


novelty. ;, 


f 
: 
44 „ 
| ' 
; 
N 
ö { ' , 
| i 
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novelty ; but to you, Gentlemen, it were preſumptuous, and uſeleſs, to expatiate 


upon the benefits of unreſtricted commerce, or to diſcuſs the cauſes of. regulations, | 1 
who ſo happily, own their effects. SO E 1 
1 remain, GENTLEMEN, .. i alt 1 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 70 ol 


f THOMAS LAW, Collelor, | | 
Gra, April 15, 1789. | es 


The Tehſccldar gives in a Statement of the Gunges. 


(he Lift omitted for brevity). | 4 | | 
N DE v. 


This is in fact Rahdarry, which being aboliſhed, the name oy is e 
and the ſame duty under this term fradulently continued, 


Ox Db ERED, That according to the 51ſt Regulation, this Tax be aboliſhed. 


NAR I.“ 


| 

| | | 
This is an impoſition aſſeſſed, under the plea of a public weighman, in ſome - | | 
places two Pice, in the Rupee's worth of Grain, in others one. | Moreover this il 
Officer colleAs for his trouble excluſively one quarter of a Seer, from each Maund. | 
As this Ceſs is highly injurious; and as no perſon can have grain weighed, without 
this officer's attendance or permiſſion, he is enabled to throw obſtruftions in the | | 


way of all commerce, belides, being contrary to all Orders and Regulations, 


nn. 

; 

N 4 

f * 


6140 
Oxpzagp, That this impoſition be ſuſpended until the en of the Board 
of Revenue, be received. 


It appears from the Statement of the Gunge duties, delivered in by the Tehſeel- 
dar, that, when Merchants bring goods to market they pay a duty, not only on 
their entry, but that a ſecond duty is collected, on their ſale, from the purchaſers. 
As all duties are ultimately paid by the conſumer, and as by collecting them 
ſeparately, accounts accumulate, and the expences of Officers encreaſe, and farther 
as a double import appears oppreſſive and vexations, 


Oab RED, That the whole amount of duties, on entry and ſale, be united, and 
taken from the wholeſale merchants, who may proportionably regulate their prices, 
and diſpoſe: of their goods. Thus, the weight of the duty is imperceptibly thrown 
upon the purchaſers. 7 | 8 1 5 


Whereas the duties on the various articles, are regulated by no uniform aſſeſſment. 
Op ERED, That theſe duties be inveſtigated, and a calculation made, what they 
amount to, on the Rupee; after which, the whole ſhall be aſſeſſed on an average 
eſtimate ſo much per Cent. But as this decifive meaſure requires much cautious 


inveſtigation, and as the orders of the Board of Revenue muſt firſt be received, the 


Tehſeeldar ſhall, for the preſent continue to collect, as heretofore. | 


It appearing that many Merchants have culluſively procured engagements from 
the Aumils, favoring them in the aſſeſſment of duties, which is not only injurious 


to Government's Revenue, but the cauſe of much diffatisfaQion, and depreſſion to the 
other Beoparries: | 


OxDxRED, That all Perſons engaged in Trade do uniformly pay the ſame duties. 
| „ LT 


( 15) 


The Teh PR as gives a Statement of the Cawzys. and came 5 


Allowances. | ” | | 


(Liſt omitted for brevity). 
Alſo a Statement of Extra-Claims, viz. 


CAWZY's e Wuzzaut,” or charges thrown on 35 under Renters. 


This Tax cannot now be levied on the Mocurrerydars, without injuſtice, becauſe 
although, formerly, the Aumils, in colluſion with the Cawzies levied this Tax 
over and above the engagements, or rather deducted it, from the Groſs Receipts. 


As the Cawzies are officers of record, they ſhould have eſtabliſhed Fees upon Paper. 
ORDERED, That this Tax be ſuſpended. 


*CANANCOEs S EPOOR DAN E H.“ ; . 


This is a charge made on the under Renters, under the plea of defraying the 


Conangoe's expences, incurred in attending the Nizamut Cutcherry to deliver in 


Papers. As this is totally indefinite and only eſtabliſhed, by the connivance of 
Aumils, and as the Canongoes will be no longer required, to furniſh any docu- 


ments, perſonally. 
Ordered, That this impoſition be aboliſhed. 


OD OD W DERRY, 
| Formerly the officers of Chowderry and Conangoe were of the ſame nature. In 
the F uſſily year 1178, Mr. George Vanſittart, in purſuance of the Orders of the 
Supreme Board aboliſhed the Chowderry Office entirely, neee there can 


be no claim for a a Tax under this heard. 


1 That this be aboliſhed. 


THOMAS L A W. Colledtor. 
To 


il: | 116 | ) 
J. H. HA R IN G FT ON. Ep. 
SECRETARY to the BOARD of REveNnus, | 


ForxT WILLIAM. 


8:1: Rs, 


I am honored with your Letter of the 27th ultimo, encloſing the Reſolutions of 
the Honorable Governor General in Council for the enſuing Settlement. 


The Articles No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, are ſimple and practicable. No. 6, permit 
| me to requeſt directions, whether the Farmer's Son, or Heir, is to ſucceed to the 


Leaſe, ſhould the Farmer die before it terminates. Ly: | 


No. 7, all the Mofuffil collections cloſe with the Tenants and Ryots before, or 
on, the end of Jeyt (or middle of June) whereas the Farmer's engagements in- 
clude Sawun, with fifteen day's grace in Bhadon, or to the middle of September. 
The ſeaſons ſeem to be the only natural direction for Inſtalments; and as the 
rains commence in Bengal and Bahar, nearly at the ſame period, I have always 
been at a loſs to account for the great difference in concluding the year. The 
Bengal Settlement cloſes as much too early perhaps as Bahar too late; and in- 
conveniences ariſes therefrom. If by degrees both could be brought to termi- 
nate at the end of May it were advantageous: but objections may exiſt which 


have not eſcaped the ſuperior diſcernment of the Honorable Board, in which 


caſe, I hope to pardoned the e of this curſory obſervation. 


Ahe ſucceeding Autictes are all feaſible; and I am preparing to adopt them 
ſucceſſively, in each Purgunnah of this diſtrict. 


Were printed Forms of Pottahs tranſmitted from Calcutta with blanks for 
« Names and Sums,” it would provide againſt the delays, expences, and errors * 5 


numerous copyiſts, and give validity to the Deeds. 


At the expiration of the year Tehſeeldars ſhould be appointed, as well that the 
Farmers may not alienate the Revenue and oppreſs, as that the Tehſeeldar may 
encourage cultivation and facilitate the Settlement. 


The Company's Territories cannot fail to proſper from this epocha, and that 
moſt rapidly, the two primary principles of population, fecundity of ſpecies, and ca- 


pacity of ſoil, ſurpaſſing thoſe of almoſt every other country. 


The baſis of proſperity is laid by fixing the Land-Tax. *The excluſive right 
eto ſurplus produce is the only incitement which acts conſtantly and univerſally; 
« the only ſpring which keeps human labour in motion. The violation of this 
* fundamental maxim of agrarian policy conſtitutes the chief objeQtion to the 
e holding of Lands by the ſtate; by the King; by corporate bodies, &c.”—Alt 
manufaQurers, &c. are maintained by the produce of the earth, which the Proprie- 
tors will increaſe in proportion to the demand. Thus the human. ſpecies wil mul- 


9 to the utmoſt, unleſs bad peep or r calamity _— 


1 remain, 8 1 R. 


# 


Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 


THOMAS IL A W, Colletter, 


Gra, June, 1789. 


(18 ) 
1. JOHN SHORE, Bf. 


' PaesIDENT and MEMBERS of the BOARD of RENENVES 
ForT WILLIAM. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE honorable mention of me by his Lordſhip in Council, under date the 
18th September, and the flattering adoption of the Village allotment, require my 
utmoſt exertions to further its accompliſhment; and where expreſſion mult fall 
ſhort of feeling, I filently at: upon We conduQ, e to evince he | 
| Wann oy 1 


=; ſhall endeavor to afford a ſatisfactory explanation of the various collections 
excluſive of Land Revenue; but as confuſion too often ariſes by indiſtin& 
expreſſion, it may be regular, firſt, to attempt a conſtruQtion of the native appella- 
tions now in general uſe, for, as one word in the progreſs of Society extends its 
application to ſeveral divergents, thus a ſimple becomes a complex term and hence 


a definition muſt take place. 


Sayr, implies in its preſent acceptation, all duties levied by the farmer excluſive 
of Land Revenue for under him in the ſtrange Compound of Tax gatherer Land- 
holder, &c. all the Royal Prerogatives and Zemindar's privileges have been com- 
mixed, whereas I believe it originally meant wy the Zemindar's Extra Receipts 
| Og ae Eſcuage . Ke. | | 


Kheraje exactly correſponded with our Tax. 


Meer Beher with River Cuſtoms. 2 eee 
. * | ____ Fudurka 


iT as) 


Budurka with Land Tolls. ; 
Diſtinf Mohauls with Exciſes. | 


For inſtance Bandla Mohaul, or 105 on Gold and Silver Thread. 4. and 
all * were held e by the Nazims. ; 


; FY | 


When the 1 is conf raved. to the Zemindars a particular account themes 
will n litigation, Viz, | 


gd. The Fruit of Topes or Orchards. 
4th, Wild Birds and Beaſts in general, but not excluſively. | 


| 5th. Ground Rent from Houſes ; but here ſeparate Town Regulations muſk 

be deviſed for the ſecurity of preſent occupants againſt novel exaQtions, and for 

a good Police which the Gunge Duties were to ſupport ; ; this 11 1 being a 
diſtinct and extenſive ſubject 1 . 0 „ goats fr 


> he Kais dere privileges being thus far admitted, I 1 3 to ſub- 
mit my anſwers to the ſeveral queſtions propoſed upon the point of their right, 
to become devourers of a part of every other natives Induſtry for their own 
indulgence; pardon the barſhneſs of ner which: an alarm for the damm 


e 8 - "and 


„ | F Te, Mb CPE? 5 i 
1/. The duty upon Buffalos or fee for permiſſion to graze upon Waſte-land. 
24. The Fiſh of their Tanks, Lakes, or ſtanding- waters. Flowing rivers being 


45 
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und a dread | of diſturbance forces from me; ht whilſt I diſapprove of Zemin- 


dars impoſing Taxes, I admire the humanity which ſearches for obliterated rights. 


4 if, Whether in Eee 1 Righto of In my firſt addreſs to Mr. Shore, Preſi- 


Zemindars to property in the ſoil, they do dent vpon the th January 1788, reſpeQ- 
not conſider the Gunges and Bazars as ing Zemindary Rights, I briefly deſcribed. 


much a part of that property as any the Zemindars as Proprietors of the Soil 


part of the lands in their poſfeſſion? and when Rajahs as Feudal Lairds. 
ak If. \ibey POW not, to appoint. out Where there is not a diſtin ſtanding 
the Grounds of the diſtinftion ? army the ruler delegates his Supreme au- 
+: 4; thori ty, or rather forms an Ariſtocracy with 
Rajahs, who are enabled to ſupport mili- 


. Pas ie 23 2] tary expences by levies. 


When Government take a Quit-rent 
| ' © from the Landholder, they Tax his Land, 
Daw 16 0545; F reſerve the power of 
ee taxing commodities, the defence of the 
country, the expences of legiſlation, &c. 

1 20 8 + © muſt be defrayed airettly from the Ze- 
fa aonds} e e e e 


c imking the Lad Tax, the Bhi 
| | | Nation voluntarily has granted a novel 
21 1 tenure, to a claſs of ſubjeQs who had only 
2 

- 
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i fallacious title to uſufrukt, whilſt the 


quantum depended upon the deſpot's con- 


ſcience. Previous to the inveſtigation 
of Mogul Policy (for Laws between Em- 


peror and ſubje& are ideal) it ſhould be 


conſidered whether we can retain our 


poſſeſſions withouz exerciſing a demand 
of contribution adequate to our contin- 


in humanity, 'to allow any particular rank 


to oppreſs ad libitum; for if the Zemin- 
dars have an acknowledged Right to Tax 


there will muſt not be reſtrained; elſe 
Government avow a right and prohibit 


its exerciſe. 


It is with reluQtance that I refer to 
Mogul Adminiſtration, as it evinces the 


violation of all right rather than the eſta- 


bliſhment of any partial Capitation Taxes 


on Hindoos, and every practice of into-. 


lerance ſhould prompt us to ſhun their 
meaſures; and the rays of humanity 


which now and then beam in the caprici- 


ous editts of pleaſed tyrants, ſerve only 
as a contraſt to the terrible Bigotry and 
violence which in general actuated them.) 


1 


The 


, gencies S and whether we can, or ought, 


( 98 }. 


F M HOO IVERES. $15.1 
Third, To report whether the Zemin- 
dars claim the Gunges and Bazars as 
their property, and whether they make 
any and what 0 to eee 
“ ·˖ ·˙ oft D094 


57. To report if there are not Gun- 
ges, Bazars, Hauts, and Sayr in the 


Lands held by the Proprietors of Ultum- 


gahs, and the Tenants of Jaghires; and 
whether perſons of this deſcription would 
object to the ſeparation of Gunges, &c. 
and the grounds of ſuch objeQtion. ' 


58. As far as right of property is 


concerned to deſeriminate between the 


rights of Zemindars, and thoſe of Jaghi- 
redars, and Ultumgahdars; in caſe ob- 
| jeQions ſhould ariſe on this ground, to 


The Ayeen Akbarry (our beſt autho- 
rity) ſtates, Bazars in the Liſt of Royal 
Taxations. 


The 24. have always claimed 


a ſhare of the Sayr and the Aumils denied 


it. The proportion varies, and they will, 


no doubt, demand the duties if aſked, as 


they may gain and cannot loſe hereby. 
The Cauzy and Canangoes alſo have in 
many places received a portion of the 


Gunge duties. 


The Jaghiredars are temporary vice- 


gerents controling for life a certain tratt 
of country for ſtipulated ſervices; the 
Gunges are univerſally held by them as 


repreſentatives of the ruling power, and 


theſe inſtances are perhaps the ſtrongeſt 


adducible in proof of Government's pe- 
culiar e and praftiſe of tax- 


* 
- 


ation. 


The Ultumgahdars, Kc. occupy their 


eſtates in virtue of ſpecific Deeds, by 


which, with Juſtice and preciſion, the 


claim to Gunges, between them, and the 
Honorable Company may be decided, ſor 


1 
tiie 


. 
* 
[ 
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* 
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the ſeparation of the Gunges, &c. from the the Monarch cannot be implied to hiked | 


JuriſdiRion of the latte. granted more than he particularizes. 


7 


| : „ 4 . Fo } 8 
* PN * ＋ 4 o % o , 
A 1 9 . 2 


The Governor General and Council 
having confirmed the Royal Grants; as 


they may differ, ſo muſt the Courts of 


roads hug my 100140007 Adawlut deeiden but I think it cannot 


a 
A 
bbdbbbe doubted, that the former ſervants of 


++ +: +... the Company, could not, conſiſtent with 
preſcribed duty, good policy, or natural 
uot a bang nels +44 jutice, either tacitly, or otherwiſe, ſanQi- 


"= 
«aw 


on individuals to extort unriſtrained from 


other natives. The Monarch might miſ- 


appropriate with abuſe of Stewardſhip, his 
LL 4 44.4: Portion of the ſoil's produce, but he par- 
A Lo 4 ins Þ Hally transferred his moſt ſolemn truſts 


On -, 24-4 ps Supreme Magiſtrate, and even exceed · 


1 3 ee ed his powers, if he granted in perpetuity 
. = 3 „ right to e. one collect taxes 
8 $019 ie. [74 10010. nt 219 10202 from LOR l n 5 a 


A Should the induſtrious Many, exaſpe- 
rated at the plunder of the Zemindars op- 


53> cob Gran} SAT poſe. their unnatural; authority, muſt Bri- | 
FEE 2 Y TW * 3-1 TY $42 * 8 2414 ®, 4 


Io ni u exsit5 tiſn Troops enforce; in eatteredk detachs 
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7 5006 en e ac en i ba / gahdar for this prey aul that the 
og notion 199 1 19,00 taxes are a portion of property contri- 
rage nt Hen EO neh bduted for the ſecurity of the remainder, 
| OOH 2002 agg urging that the Ultumgahdars, &c. 
| | | enjoyed their eſtates without bearing any 
i | e bs eit 1 e £60 part of heit burthen; &c. &c. a Chriſtian 
.. $0 mabaliige: bon legiſlature would be embarraſfed; and 
| Al ROY: 01/7" this appeal muſt be apprehended, « eicher 
He n or 9 4 


52 wan 51 eee Hes e mould not el inhe- 
11 sf nth 36 eie 


rent rights, and ſuperſede the laws of na- 
ture, yet this Protean antagoniſt of reaſon 


„ | . las too often triumphed to be deſpiſed, ac- 


4 a note! tt Ne 4 as Aan - influence ; if 

ww 16011780 p OI even cuſtom ſhould ſeem to juſtify pre- 

7 V tenſions, and Government hefitate, to pro- 
| - hibit an exattion from the public, and an 
eee. eroachment upon Sovereingty yet the 
| | ſame authority ſanctions the oppreſſions 
ot noi ee Rin upon the Ultumgakdars, and they would 

* je 14 2d © 1 +1 | gladly make a reciprocal ſacrifice by re- 
ds SE TRUE eds ene Head 5 PRE ſigning Gunges for the annihilation of 
tb tn e ie eee ene amount Ruſſoom or Annual Regiſter fee, 
rh n 8 Wil, tbe Chittawan, the Berk haſtaneh, &c. 
e e eee n e ee ice e 563 


* 


But as the ſudjed of the Rent ex | potel. 


(1s) 


+1, Gons is to be ſubſequently diſcuſſed, I will 


AY 44 444 43-4 Avoid an ill timed digreſſion upon theſe 
4 i e acl; bo Nhe! 64 54 ne tenures, and confine dead to the ſpe- 


cific querries. 
; With much unfeigned difkdence,, and conſcious inadequacy, I proceed to ſubmit | 
m ſentiments upon the beſt mode of collecting and regulating the Gunge Duties; 
and I deprecate cenſure. whilſt an nien an to your requiſition compels 
me to this delicate duty. 8 


My letter under date the 17th April, elueidated the numerous inconſiſtencies, 
| oppreſſions, and perplexites, exiſting in the collection of duties, and further pro- 
greſs diſplays only ſimilar exattions under divers denominations. 


47 As no article has Sas HOY were an endleſs and ſuperfluous labor to tranſlate | 
every ſtatement, of every Gunge, and perhaps it were preferable (without waiting 
for uſeleſs accounts) to reſolve at once upon annulling the whole; all preceding in- 
-tricacies is thus at one ſtroke en and the future Officers cannot ſhield n; 

ſelves under pleas of © former Cuſtoms,” &c. &c. N 


The niceſt . is . in ſelecting the fitteſt Articles for Taxation, and 
in ſettling the portion; commerce therefore muſt be materially injured by a ge- 
neral per Centage upon every thing, like a panacea for all conſtitutions; moreover the 
amount of the groſs collections being now ſo trivial Government could not loſe con- 
fiderably, in the interval between ſtriking off all, and reviving a ſpecific duty upon 

the matterially productive Articles; indeed the ſame order __ promulgate both. 


Next to ay choice, the mode of . merits confleraion, which ſhould be 
| certain, 


* 
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certain and impartial. The commodity taxed 'ſhould be pronounced confiſcable, 
if ſold unentered at the Offices; for I have frequently and fully weighed the injuries 
and impoſitions of ſimple Town-Duties, whilſt every other place is exempted. 
Hauts or Markets would be eſtabliſhed without the precin&s, and capitals would 
be depopulated for adjacent Villages, which would increaſe till Government tranſ= 


ferred the exciſe. 


To avoid prolixity, I think that to render a tax equal, and productive it ſhould 
be upon the article wherever it may be, and not confined as at preſent to the 
Gunges. The aſſemblage of Merchants whether in Hauts, or Gunges is is now diſ- 
couraged by a partial demand operating as a penalty. 


The duty ſhould be only taken once, and beg „ avoided which reve 
moſt burthenſome. 


Should theſe general out lines meet your concurrence, or intimate to your ſupe- 
rior abilities a clear principal of exciſe, unconnetted with the Cuſtom Houſes, upon 
receipt of your further orders, I will attempt an arrangement of the detail, when 
the impropriety, or otherwiſe of Draw-backs muſt be preciſely diſcreminated, and 
the Checks, Forms, &c. of Office, enn, defined. . 


An inſtructive lefſon-i is given to all the World by the preſent Adminiſtration; 
one body of Society 1s not favored to counteratt another, nor are Charters extorted 
by revolt and combination. A victorious nation unheedful of demands from preſſing 
debt, inattentive to dictates from pride of conqueſt, purely deliberates how ſubject 
Foreigners, differing in complexion language and religion, may be rendered moſt 


proſperous; 


proſperous; wiſdom it is true direds ſuch proceeding as the end of all Government; 
but the example is I beleive unparalleled. 


I remain, GENTLEMEN, 


Four moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


| Offober 5, 1789. THOMAS LAW, Collethy. 
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PakS ENT ana Mexnrns 3 the Boazp of REVENUE. 
GENT . EME N. 


I HAVE the honor to encloſe my Treaſury Account cloſing the Fuſſily year 1196, | 
which evinces that the whole Revenue has been realized excluſive of the ſeparate 
account of reſumed Eſtates, the Jumma of which was rated at Rupees 15,345 | 
13-13-2, when I received charge in 1195, and thu year the Wen 21 amount to- 
Rupees 399484 419. 


The Patna Gunges have afforded an exceſs upon Rupees 24,482-6-, | being 
the average rate of three former years of Rupees 14,583-9-15, the net collections 
amounting, to A1 105 39,066; | 4H | 1 


The Gya and Morarpore collections have exceeded their Rated Revenue of 


Rupees 72,000 in he Sum of W 29,000. 
| 


I have alſo colleQted ontanding Laliees Rupees en 1-1; 


* 


As the Tehſeeldarry Purgunnahs ſettled by: village allotment ſtand in the Towjee 
at the rate of laſt year. I have the pleaſure to ſubmit a ſeparate Statement of the 
increaſe thereon, as well in the Land- Revenue, as the particularized articles of 
Sayr Collections, which if properly drawn out may ſerve as a form: for future 
guidance. | | 


Laſt 900 was by: no means favorable, ad many Proprietors have liquidated 
| their Kiſts by borrowing upon their ans, eſtates. 


The- 
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The following compariſon of net Receipts this firſt year's experiment with the 


laſt under Farmers, affords an unanſwerable argument; and the probability of 
continuance may be eſtimated EY a contraſt of elfokte at chis critical Rare upon 
which the harveſt depend. | | N 


Under a Fe armer there would be exacting Balances, and under-renters abſconding 


or . complaining. - At the Cutcherry there would be. intriguing for future leaſes and 5 


in the Mofuſſil anxious ſuſpence — Water courſes broken would be deſtroying the 
crops Aeg of repaired ones doubling them. . 


By a ſimple RY W/E fellimereſt (the ſpring of all human actions) now ope- 


rates to philanthropy, inſtead of oppreſſion; mens attention being diverted to era- 


dicating jungle, from ſubverting each other; every Mocurrerydar is improving 


his village whilſt the Collector has leiſure for future arrangements. 


Notwithſtanding the relinquiſhment of ſeveral Articles, of Taxation, the good 


effects of which can only be gradually felt; notwithſtanding this F uſſily year has 
twenty days leſs than the enſuing intercalary one; notwithſtanding, the Tehſeeldars 


received poſſeſſion late, &c. the Gunge- collections have increaſed, indeed, when 


they amount only to about feve per Cent. upon the Land- Revenue. They may be c 


deemed at the loweſt ſtate of depreſſion and naturally expected to riſe moreover 


a clearer proof of Commercial decline and general ſtagnation cannot be adduced 
or a ſtronger argument urged for the neceſſity of Government's intervention. 


The Company's Provinces are peculiarly favored by nature vith the moſt valu- 


able materials, Cotton, Opium, Sugar Cane, Salt, Beetlenut, Beetleleaf, Cut, 
Salt Petre, Hemp, Tobacco, Chilly, Termeric, Ginger, Indigo, Silk, Tuffer or 


Hill Silk, Chee, Lac, &c. &c. in ſhort with | the increaſe of people their mutual 


| wants 
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wants muſt create a quick internal interchange and the exciſe upon a ſingular article, 


will in time, amount to the whole now realized upon the ſale of all, together with 


the increaſe of Cuſtoms or River - duties, which equally depend upon the former. 


A late ſuperior - author ſtates, that the Roman Empire oppreſſed with frequent 


famine during its infancy, never ſuffered that calamity in its utmoſt civilization. 


Commerce had provided boats and high price ſoon excited tranſportation of corn 
from a diſtrict better favored to one viſited by draught. | 


This year being a teſt of the Mocurrery Plan, ſome obſervation was requiſite, 


and I fear leſt the view of riſing proſperity and expanding proſpects ſhould have ſe- 


duced me to the abuſe of your indulgence, but this is the laſt treſpaſs. 


1194. : 1195. | 1196. Difference between 
Purgunnabs. Farmers. | Sezawuls. | Mocurrery. farming « EE 
Peliſh, Bahar, and Malda, 1, 18, ooo o 0.1542, 01 o 01, 44,7 80 4 929,780 4 9 
Coſra, 13,001 0 00 14,729 0 17,551 1 Of 4,550 1 6 
Nurhbut Samoy, 1,11,032 3 3[1,54,113 3 3[1,03,085 2 052,052 14 9 
2,39,033 3 3]3-10,843 3 3/3-25416 8 36,383 5 0 
Farmers fall |Sezawuls colle& [Tehſeeldars con 
breaking the |from the Ryot, [firmed and expe- 
oy. of n _— ; 3 rienced ”=—_ | 
Tree and cling- an a 
ing to gar Bos — 3 N "a Fruit and| 
volve them in t freſh trees. 
ruin. | 
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